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From the Editor's Desk 
I have always been rather clear about who I am supposed 
to be. When I was all of four years old, I made three 
declarations about my future: I would become the Queen 
of Mexico, a nun who ran an orphanage, and a writer. 

My problem is not so much absorbing my callings from 
God—it is understanding what each call really means and 
being willing to consider alternate paths towards it. I've 
spent far too much energy berating myself for not 
following these calls to the tee—despite, for example, 
knowing full well that Mexico has no queen. 

Being who God calls us to be requires the act of becoming. 
So when we wonder about Divine Urgency, we must 
accept that God's timing and definitions do not always 

Page 1

Paula Fitzgibbons is the 
Communications Director at 
St. Andrew's.

match our own. We are—in fact—always becoming. 

I may never be the Queen of Mexico, but I spent years volunteering at a medical clinic 
in Tijuana. Though not a nun running an orphanage either, I was a Lutheran pastor 
whose family was initially formed through adoption—and who, not so incidentally, has 
advocated for adoption reform through the avenue of writing. 

As you peruse this issue of The Epistle and consider how others have explored their own 
callings from God—whether with urgency or not—I hope you will take some time to 
examine who and where you are in the scheme of God's plan. Perhaps, like Jim Stiven, a 
retired U.S. District Court judge who creates art books (see his Artist Statement below 
and pictures of his work throughout), or Michael Reichle, who has found his place in 
ministry (page 5), you are wondering where God wants you now that you are ready to 
retire. Maybe you are a student preparing for higher education and have questions (if 
so, you'll want to hear Ramona Ferreira's advice on page 6).  Or maybe you just wonder 
how people combine multiple passions to march down their Divine path. If so, make 
sure to read how Gregory Neville (page 3) has done just that. 

I was delighted recently to learn from a placard at the San Diego Zoo that California 
Condors become more colorful with age. This was rather comforting to me. Though my 
paths to becoming who I am—to embracing God's plans for me—have wandered, one 
thing remains certain: Divine Urgency is not the same as human urgency. As long as we 
are becoming, we needn't fret so much about the specifics. The path, in and of itself, 
paints the full picture of who God calls us to be—and that picture becomes more 
colorful and closer to the Divine with every step. 

From the Editor
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“I have been creating Artist’s Books since 2009.
This medium of expression appeals to me
because it is so variable, and because it engages
both the right side and the left side of the brain. I
have probably created 60 books in the past nine
years.  It is a great escape from the rigors of
retirement. I am a member of San Diego Book
Arts, and I have shown my books at several
SDBA exhibitions and at the Cardiff and
Encinitas libraries. I currently have books on
display at the Escondido Arts Partnership and at
the Art Gallery at Mesa College.”      

Jim Stiven Jim with some of his books on display at 
the Cardiff Library in 2017.

Cover Story: Divine
Urgency 
PAGE 3
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A Greeting From the Rector 

call a “renaissance career.” Others thought I was easily bored and lacking in 
commitment. I didn’t know how teaching, accounting, organizing, counseling, 
facilitating, and marketing would all fit together, but I trusted they would—and they 
do now in parish ministry! At the same time, I continued to notice a prodding to do 
work in a faith-based organization, coalescing in a series of three events over a few 
months in my mid-forties. 

The first was an observation made by the president of the private club in which I was 
the director of membership and marketing. Referring to the community I was 
encouraging among members who previously used the club primarily for business 
purposes, she commented, “Nice ministry you’re building.” The second was my 
growing desire to counteract a mega-church’s teaching that was causing my assistant 
to arrive every Monday morning feeling depressed about, and ashamed of, the life she 
was living. The third was a meeting with an executive coach I consulted about next 
career steps, when she, without knowing my ministerial aspirations, asked if I had 
ever considered working as a pastor. 

During that same week, I discovered there was an ecumenical school of theology 
within walking distance of my job. I enrolled and began the formal process of 
discerning my call to ordained ministry. 

I share all this to remind you that, many times, responding to “Divine Urgency” might 
not be all that dramatic. But consistently paying attention to the signs along the way 
—even though they might seem insignificant at the time—may just be you answering 
God’s call to use your gifts in unique and important ways. 

Your sense of Divine Urgency will be different than mine and that is as it should be. 
Trust the process, but more importantly, trust God. 

In Christ’s joy, 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

As you might imagine, when people find out that I am 
an Episcopal priest, one of the first questions is often: 
“What led you to the priesthood?” I usually sigh deeply 
(inside my head)—because I know there’s an 
expectation that I’ll share a story of an earth-shattering 
moment in my life when I knew—without a doubt—that 
I could not, not do this. But, in my own life, the “Divine 
Urgency” I felt was a slow and steady accumulation of 
persistent nudging and gentle coaxing. Instead of a 
lightning bolt moment, my call was more of a long, lazy 
river that mostly flowed continuously, but wasn’t 
without some eddies that seemed to serve only to 
confuse my discernment! 

Looking back, I believe I was methodically being 
prepared for ordained ministry through what I like to   
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:00 am 
     Holy Eucharist—Rite I 
10:00 am 
     Choral Eucharist—Rite II 
9:00 am 
     The Great Conversation 
             (Adult Education) 
10:00 am (most Sundays): 
      Sunday School 

2nd & 4th Sundays: 
10:00 am: Youth Service 
                                                      
11:15 am: Coffee Hour 

OFFICE HOURS: 
  Monday–Thursday 
      9:00 am–3:00 pm 

Appointments are suggested for 
office or home visits. 

Schedules

"...many times responding
to 'Divine Urgency'  might
not be all that dramatic."

Senior Warden
PAGE 8

Beach Worship
PAGE 6
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Divine Urgency:  Self-professed Tree-hugger 
Gregory Neville Offers the Divine Via Poetry & Math 

OK, I’ll admit it—I have a tendency to over pack, with 
“tendency” being a bit of an understatement. If I were one of 
the folks whom Jesus extorted to “take nothing for your 
journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money—even an 
extra tunic,” my response would go something like this: 
“Sorry, just need clarification—only one cloak? What if it’s 
cold or rainy? No bread—what if I need a snack? And no bag? 
What if I need an extra pair of sandals? And… Jesus moves to 
number thirteen on the short list of disciples… 

That’s the thing about traveling, especially to someplace new 
—it’s uncertain. No matter how carefully you plan or pack, 
there are surprises along the way, sometimes shaky ground 
under your feet. New environments present challenges. That’s 
why it’s important to have a guide to help navigate the 
unknown turns and point you toward the places that take your 
breath away. 

I spoke a bit with Gregory Neville about life’s adventures, 
particularly the different paths on which we find ourselves, 
each other, and God. Gregory grew up in Pennsylvania, was 
raised in the Catholic Church, and attended parochial school. 
Like his namesake, Bishop Gregory of Tabriz, Gregory 
developed a fascination with mathematics and astronomy. 
However, he was “confused by the notion that heaven wasn’t 
all inclusive.” As he matured, Gregory found “some of the 
church dogma too harsh to reconcile with my interpretation 
love.” Though he fell away from Catholicism, he “always 
believed in peace and love.”   

Gregory enlisted in the Army toward the end of the Vietnam 
War, because he “was patriotic and wanted to serve his 
country.” His great joy that the “boys were coming home” 
confirmed his belief that “peace and love should be planet 
wide,” not merely nationwide. However, this conviction that 
he “could not follow blindly where love would not lead me” 
set him at odds with his fellow enlistees in boot camp. After a 
traumatic incident, Gregory left the military; he recognized 
that “God has allowed my spirit to shine through all that.” 
Wanting to understand more about his resilience in the face of 
exclusion, I asked Gregory how he handles life’s challenges. 
He offered the following “mathematical” formulae: 

After some adventures in babysitting, Gregory realized he had 
an affinity with children. He took courses at MiraCosta 
Community College, thinking he could combine his love of 
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BY GIGI MILLER 

children with his love of math to become a high school 
math teacher. He enrolled in a class involving the 
progress of children through early adolescence. As the 
class was comprised mostly of women, Gregory thought 
he was in the wrong place and then realized it was an 
early childhood development course. The instructor 
convinced him to stay, and Gregory achieved his degree 
in Child Development. With that background, Gregory 
became a preschool teacher, sharing the “wonderment of 
life with little people.” 

Gregory says, like many of us, that his life’s journey has 
been “fragmented” and that he’s “lived in hundreds of 
places and has held hundreds of jobs,” including as a 
caretaker for seniors. Gregory says “it’s serendipitous” he 
found himself working with “folks who need a little extra 
care” at opposite spectrums—the very young and old. 
But, as Gregory says, “If you can be a helper or 
companion to someone in need, God will smile.” 

"Because I care for children, my carbon footprint is 
as tiny as an infant’s."

Dry wild grasses seeds 
Sighing over parched brown earth 

Dance on rainless breezes

Continued on page 9

Peace = Acceptance
Expectations

Peace = Love
Resentments

Two Haikus 
by Gregory Neville 

Early spring's rainless breezes 
Dance across arid landscapes  

Sun's rays pierce through clouds
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Divine Urgency: I AM the Light 

I’m a big fan of the missional church movement. It proposes 
that all Christians practice missional living: “missional living 
is the adoption of the posture, thinking, behaviors, and 
practices of a missionary in order to engage others with the 
gospel message.” It stems from the Latin term mission dei, 
literally “the sending of God.” All Christians are sent, 
following the Great Commission in Matthew 27, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you.” A lot of people talk about this as 
evangelism, which it absolutely is. But evangelism, the 
sharing of the Good News, seems too narrow to me. The 
Great Commission is about illuminating our lives. It’s about 
who and how we are living the light of Christ.   

Imagine with me what it’s like to live in that way. What 
would it be like if we at St. Andrew’s, from youngest to 
oldest, took the Great Commission to heart, and lived it in 
our homes, workplaces, schools, and public? What does it 
mean to make disciples? What does it mean to teach them to 
obey Christ’s commandments? 

I’ll start with the last question using a piece of our Rite I 
liturgy: “Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

The world, as I and many have noted of late, feels awfully 
dark. A huge number of things feel way out of whack, to say 
the least. It needs light. We need light. Christ promises light, 
illumination, like dawn breaking over the curve of the earth, 
stirring our eyes and making clear what was hidden. When 
Moses was in the wilderness, he saw a burning bush. 
Radiance enveloped, stunned, and wakened him. It wasn’t 
just the place that was holy; God made Moses holy. God sent 
Moses in that moment, and when Moses asked God who had 
sent him, God responded: “I am who I am.” The Hebrew also 
can be translated, “I will be that which I will be.” 

Who will we be? Are we what God called us to be? How can 
we be that light, that dawn, that burning bush which 
enlivens, illuminates, and gives utter awe in the face of a 
world with its nose turned down in darkness and despair?  
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BY REV. RICHARD HOGUE 

How do we inspire and maintain that spark? 

If we are to live the gospel, then we have to return again, 
and again, and again, to the source of our faith, which is 
Scripture. But we cannot bring nothing to it, as if it were 
a stagnant idol. We have to bring our minds, bodies, and 
souls to it. Scripture, I think we’ll find, isn’t merely a 
book, but a living breathing thing that we embody. 
Scripture isn’t just words on a page; it isn’t just ancient 
stories. Scripture, when engaged faithfully, gets written 
on our hearts, embedded in your bones, and flows 
through your veins like blood and water. 

Scripture isn’t just a Bible; it’s you. Scripture is you and 
your life, because God chose you. God is sending you, the 
divinely breathed word that is you, into the world. You 
are the illuminated Word of God, shining bright in the 
world. Are you revealing that light? Are you who you are 
to God in the world? Present that light, your Word of 
God, your gleaming presence, in the midst of the despair. 
We will increase our joy, we will diminish the darkness, 
and we will do so by carrying and caring for the Word of 
God among us, each and every one of us. Be the spark 
that lights the flame that is God’s present Word among 
the world.
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" How can we be that light, that dawn, that burning bush which enlivens, illuminates, and gives
utter awe in the face of a world with its nose turned down in darkness and despair? " 

This triangle book—Cherchez la Femme by Jim Stiven— 
was for an exhibition at the Women’s Museum at Liberty 
Station in 2017. It contains hidden photographic images 

of a woman inside pages covered with maps. 
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When God Calls Post-Retirement 

How can we tell if we are who we are called to be? How can I 
know that I am following God’s lead as I wander (and it often 
has felt that way) through life?  

I would say that my major “career” change occurred when I 
retired. But by then I was already pretty sure what I wanted 
to do and had been preparing for it for several years. 

While I was a manager with the California Geological Survey, 
a couple of my colleagues/friends were going through some 
difficult times. They would come and talk with me. Not 
knowing what to say, I didn’t say much, except, “I’m sorry” 
and that I would support them however I could. I’m not sure 
why they chose to confide in me. Certainly, it wasn’t because 
of my “extensive” training in counseling—that is, none. Not 
too long after, my mother-in-law moved to Sacramento to 
be close to her daughter.  A cradle Episcopalian, she and 
Bonnie began searching for a church, settling on Trinity 
Cathedral. Eventually, I followed them to church one 
morning and stayed. Paraphrasing a former Dean of the 
Cathedral, having had enough of organized religion, I was 
drawn to a disorganized one. Of course, Trinity was not a 
disorganized community. 

Early in the first summer of being at Trinity, I noticed an 
article in their newsletter regarding training for the Stephen 
Ministry. This is a lay pastoral care ministry. For those not 
familiar with Stephen Ministry, it’s similar to our Friends in 
Faith program, but the training is more extensive. After 
training, each minister is assigned a person who is going 
through a difficult time and visits that person on a regular 
basis until the crisis passes or is resolved. I felt strongly 
drawn to this ministry, perhaps remembering my feeling of 
inadequacy when my colleagues came to talk with me. I 
found being a Stephen Minister very rewarding, just as I 
hope our Friends in Faith find their ministry. I also became a 
Eucharistic Visitor, taking Communion to members unable 
to be at church.  

But eventually is was time to retire and return to Cardiff. I 
knew I wanted to continue the kinds of activities I had done 
in Sacramento at St. Andrew’s. Although we don’t have a 
Stephen Ministry at St. Andrew’s, there were and are 
opportunities for lay pastoral care. I became a Lay 
Eucharistic Visitor here. Although principally a liturgical 
function, it does have pastoral aspects. I also began 
volunteering for a local hospice organization, visiting 
patients under hospice care. While principally a secular 
ministry, there are pastoral-like aspects.  
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BY MICHAEL REICHLE 
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I’m certain that the Holy Spirit led me to this area of activity. 

How?  From the moment I saw the article in the Trinity 
newsletter, I just knew it was for me. And that gets 
reinforced continually in that I really enjoy what I do. I have 
fun. I know that new hospice volunteers look at me funny 
when I tell them to have fun. Not funny fun, but joyous fun. 
If it weren’t, I’d know that I hadn’t followed where the Holy 
Spirit thought She was leading me.

God said to Moses, 
“I am who I am.”

Youth: Discovering Who We 
Are in Our Weaknesses

BY CONSTANCE MITHLEMAN 

As I was preparing for the Youth Worship service on a 
recent Sunday, a few verses from the reading in 2nd 
Corinthians hit me like a ton of bricks: “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness. 
So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 
that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  Therefore I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am 
weak, then I am strong.” 

It is never easy to admit or name our weaknesses no matter 
what age we are. The youth and I discussed our own 
personal weaknesses and how or when our weaknesses can 
come to be a good thing. 

Our weaknesses give us opportunities to grow and to learn 
from others, to admit we aren’t perfect and we were never 
meant to be. Youth today are continuously bombarded 
with what they’re “supposed” to look like, classes and test 
scores they’re “supposed” to have, sports and clubs they’re 
“supposed” to be in. They are being told through social 
media, their peers, and institutions that they are never 
enough. 

So, when Paul encourages and teaches us that we are called 
to be content with our weaknesses, I believe this gives us 
the opportunity to rise up and face the individuals and 
institutions who seek to tear us down. 

As Christians, we are called to say, "I am enough, 
imperfections and all, and so are you." 

Exodus 3:14: 14Save the Date: Our Harvest Party 
is Coming October 28th!
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And who is that? Are you the same every day? In life we wear many hats—or as others may say—play many roles. But at the 
core, we are who we are, and that’s what keeps us in balance. Of course, that gets tested every day by people, places, and 
circumstances. They can throw you off course, but remember you always have a safety net. You know that feeling when 
everything is right with the world? When you are so content and centered that you feel a peacefulness beyond 
understanding? That’s when you’re most in alignment with who you are, and with God, which is really the same thing. 

We would love to be in this state all the time, but that’s unrealistic since we are imperfect humans. The good news is that we 
can practice relying on God’s perfect wisdom for our lives every day, and he/she doesn’t grade us! Just the acknowledgment 
of God’s presence is enough to keep us true to ourselves. 

So when you go to (or back to) college, take this little gift with you. 

There is stress throughout life, and college brings its own special stressors. Mental health is the single largest issue reported 
by college students. You, your parents, and your peers may be pushing you toward a certain goal, At times it can be hard to 
know who you are, what you want, where you are going and, more importantly, to be kind to yourself. At those times, 
remember God is guiding you along a path set specifically for you. 

College is a time for discovery, trying new things, venturing into the unknown to begin the process of learning what you 
most love to do in this life and, therefore, what God’s plan is for you. The best way to do this is to relax into God’s graceful 
presence. Meditate, exercise, spend time in nature, hang out with friends, go to a football game—whatever allows you to 
release some stress. Sure, grades are important and college is expensive, but you’ll miss this wonderful time of your life if you 
don’t remember just to be you. 
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I Am Who I Am: College 
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"Mental health is the single largest issue reported by college students."

blessed be the longing that brought you here 
and quickens your soul with wonder. 

may you have the courage to listen to the voice of desire 
that disturbs you when you have settled for something safe. 

may you have the wisdom to enter generously into your own unease 
to discover the new direction your longing wants you to take. 

may the forms of your belonging—in love, creativity, and friendship— 
be equal to the grandeur and the call of your soul. 

may the one you long for long for you. 
may your dreams gradually reveal the destination of your desire. 

may a secret providence guide your thought and nurture your feeling. 

may your mind inhabit your life with the sureness 
with which your body inhabits the world. 

may your heart never be haunted by ghost-structures of old damage. 

may you come to accept your longing as divine urgency. 
may you know the urgency with which God longs for you. 

For Longing 
A POEM BY JOHN O'DONAHUE 
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We are changing our musical ways during the month of 
August. Instead of including hymns from several traditions 
and resources every week, each Sunday in August will 
feature a different musical theme. 

Hymns for August 5th come from the traditions of Celtic 
practice and of the Taizé Community in France. Taizé has 
become one of the world's most important sites of 
Christian pilgrimage, with a focus on youth. It emphasizes 
simple music with texts in many languages. The Celtic 
peoples are concentrated in Ireland, Wales, Brittany, and 
Scotland. Hymns for that day include “Stay with me” and 
“Ubi caritas,” which we sang as the Sequence Hymn during 
the final months of Pentecost last year. 

Hymns for August 12th are drawn from the praise and 
worship music traditions of Cursillo and other alternative 
music sources. They include “Spirit Song” and “Taste and 
See.” 

Hymns for August 19th were suggested by Rita DeCarlo, 
Bob Fagaly, Judy Gonya, Christie Hamel, Claire Slattery, 
and Rock Wattson. They include some of the best-known 
traditional selections, such as “Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty, the King of Creation,” and “Mine eyes have seen 
the glory of the coming of the Lord.”   

We will also change service music on August 5th and 12th, 
using tuneful and memorable selections found in Wonder 
Love and Praise for the Glory to God, Sequence Hymn, 
Sanctus, and Fraction Anthem. 

August 26th will feature Morning Prayer at the 8 and 10 
am services in the church, with Eucharist at Moonlight 
Beach at 11 am. According to The Episcopal Church 
website: “Morning Prayer once was the chief Sunday 
service in most Anglican churches on three out of four 
Sundays, the First Sunday usually being a celebration of 
Holy Communion. This practice has not continued because 
the Eucharist has been recognized as the ‘principal act of 
Christian worship on the Lord's Day’ in most parishes (see 
BCP, p. 13).  However, Morning Prayer is clearly designated 
as a daily service for the worship of the church. This usage 
reflects the ancient tradition of the Daily Office.” 

Although the musical ship to request hymns for August has 
sailed, given the need to prepare bulletins well in advance, 
it’s not too late to send me a list of your favorites! I am 
compiling a spreadsheet that includes each title, hymnal 
number, and who requested it, so that I can refer to it 
throughout the year for suggestions that fit the liturgy that 
day. Email your favorites to me at 
music@standrewsepiscopal.org. 

If you want to know what music is on the schedule each 
week, subscribe to St. Andrew’s e-blast and check every 
Thursday for a link to the 10 AM bulletin. The hymns for 
each Sunday are included there and on the website. 

standrewsepiscopal.org
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Music Notes 
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What an experience! 5000 Episcopalians in one place! 800 
Deputies and 300 Bishops gathering together to care for 
our church. In session every day for 12 days. 

As visitors, we were able to attend all of the sessions in the 
House of Bishops and the House of Deputies. They voted 
on hundreds of issues—committing to racial reconciliation 
and becoming a “Beloved Community,” reinforcing the 
church’s stance on the care of creation, and admitting The 
Episcopal Church of Cuba back into The Episcopal Church. 
This last act brought dancing and singing and crying by the 
Cuban delegation. 

On the last day, an historic resolution was passed giving all 
Episcopalians the ability to be married by their priests in 
their home churches. 

There were more women deputies at this convention and 
more youth than ever before. And lots of T shirts! I know 
that’s a silly fact, but it made for great discussions. I bought 
one with Bishop Curry on the front. I’ll be showing it off! 

Bishop Curry is a force to be admired and followed. He 
brought such enthusiasm and energy to the Saturday 
worship service, which was a real REVIVAL. I think—for 
the majority of attendees—this was our first. The 
attendance surged as busloads of  Episcopalians arrived 
from all over Southern Texas. 

Then there was the Exhibit Hall. Oh MY Goodness! That 
was the place to see the daily life of the church 
demonstrated. There are so many fellowships doing good 
work—peace, environment, water justice, grief ministries, 
renewal, even a ministry that knits caps for merchant 
sailors. It was very inspiring. 

I feel very blessed to have attended and to see what an 
amazing church we belong to. We here at St Andrew’s 
know about us and how glad we are to be here with this 
family of faith, but be assured that this community is being 
replicated all over the world. 

If you would like to see the video of the Revival, go to 
YouTube and type in “Bishop Curry Revival”. 

79th General Convention:
A View from the Visitors' Gallery

BY KATHLEEN STIVEN 

This book—Postcards 
from the Edge by Jim 
Stiven— is part of a 
collaborative project 

with other members of 
San Diego Book Arts. It 

displays original 
postcards about San 

Diego, made and mailed 
by 30 members of SDBA. 
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Vestry Spotlight: Wes Lavender 

I attended Methodist, Presbyterian, and Bible churches 
growing up, but I was baptized Episcopalian. 

How do you see your role in our parish community? 
What most excites you about St. Andrew's? I've been very 
much a part-time participant in St. Andrew's, and I'm looking 
forward to getting closer to God by giving back to the church. 
I'm also looking forward to building closer relationships with 
the parishioners. 

What are you known for professionally or personally? 
I'm in hospitality. As a hotel manager, I guess my comfort zone 
is in being empathetic and being a creative problem-solver. 

How long have you been doing what you do? I've been in 
hotels for 20 years. I've been in my current role at the 
Westin/Sheraton Carlsbad for 2.5 years. 

What are you passionate about personally? What can't 
you stop talking about? I discovered triathlons in 2013 and, 
as a long-distance runner, enjoyed the multiple aspects of 
managing a long-distance (Iron-man) training regimen. I can 
really talk a lot about triathlons.They are super boring if you 
don't do them, though. 

Where can we find you when you’re not working? You 
can usually find me taking my kids to varied sporting events or 
making movies as a family. Sunday afternoons is our weekly 
pool hang-out with our neighbors. 

Where did you grow up? Aurora, Colorado. I joined the 
military right out of high school and went to college in Texas. 
I'm not there now because I love being on the West Coast! 

Any other volunteer activities you’re engaged in? I'm on 
the board of my HOA. I've stopped doing all the other 
volunteers stuff to focus on getting my hotel open! 

What would be impossible for you to give up? Exercise! 
Taco Bell (Annual Lenten sacrifice). Getting up early. 
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As we arise each day and go through our normal morning 
routines, do we really think about what opportunities 
there are to make a difference in that day? 

To reflect on the theme this month of “Am I Who I AM,” 
what are we doing as a group or as individuals to become 
who we can be on a daily basis?  Or do we just fall into 
our normal habits of the day? We all have the ability to 
do something unique. It could be as simple as greeting an 
acquaintance or a stranger with a smile or possibly finally 
taking the first step of a journey in life that you have been 
delaying far too long. 

At St. Andrew’s, we are striving to “Be Who We Can 
Be”—carefully discerning whether it is the right time to 
take a journey towards a Capital Campaign. I want to 
thank all of you who took the time to either meet in 
person or to complete the survey that was recently 
conducted regarding the possible campus re-envisioning 
that we are exploring.  Many of you provided very 
thoughtful commentary, and we are carefully considering 
those comments as we determine whether or not we, as a 
congregation, are ready to take that journey. We realize it 
is not an easy decision—we are praying and seeking the 
wisdom of all as we take our next steps. It is my hope 
that, as we consider our direction, we keep in mind the 
ministries that the church currently provides so that our 
future aligns with who we are. 

We have received commentaries that span a tremendous 
spectrum regarding both the overall plan and each of its 
components, particularly the physical and financial. The 
Campus Committee (and I, specifically) appreciate the 
responses, the ideas, and the constructive criticisms that 
you are providing. While we obviously cannot 
accommodate every concern, we are considering each 
one as we make decisions for what to ultimately 
recommend to the congregation. We are committed to 
developing a plan that reflects both what the parish 
wants and what it can realistically afford. 

Are we Being Who We Can Be? And Am I Who I AM? 
What can I do, both in my faith and in life to be more 
than I am? This is probably an easier question in life than 
in faith. Life is simple. Faith is more difficult for me to 
respond to. Faith is an every day, week, month issue— 
where am I and how can I, as an individual, expand that 
faith through my day-to-day existence? How can we as a 
parish do the same? We have wonderful ministries that 
do great things, but can we do more? Should we do more? 
I personally think we can and should. Those are the 
questions we need to ask ourselves in connection with 
our Campus Project and possible Capital Campaign. 
Again, thank you for your thoughtful and meaningful 
input. 

From the Senior Warden
The Basics? 
Wife: Kelly 
Daughter: Kendell, 12 
Son: Davis, 10 
Pets: Two guinea pigs, Taffy 
and Ginger 

What path brought you to St. 
Andrew’s? We moved to 
Encinitas and, as Kelly is a 
cradle Episcopalian, we went to 
St. Andrew's and met Debbie! 

BY JIM MCLENNAN 
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After chatting for a while, an acquaintance asked Gregory “Won’t you come sing with me?” He found himself joining the choir 
of an Episcopal church in Bryn Mawr, PA. He also attended an Episcopal church in Millbrook, NY with his sister. After moving 
west, Gregory “fell in love” with St. Peter’s in Del Mar and here at St. Andrew’s, where we are fortunate to call him friend. 

Gregory says that, although he’s not homeless now, he knows that “homelessness is a state of mind. You can feel alone even 
when you’re surrounded by people. St. Andrew’s makes me feel a little less homeless.” Gregory went on to explain, “See that 
banner? ‘St. Andrew’s welcomes you. God loves you. No exceptions.’ There’s love right in the middle of that second sentence. 
And it seems that the congregation really believes that banner.” 

No matter where he goes, Gregory’s love of nature, particularly trees, guides his path. In fact, he says, “Any plans to move 
forward with the new buildings that don’t include the beautiful tree beside the sanctuary will break my heart.” A self- 
professed “tree hugger,” Gregory says he’s planted hundreds. Gregory knows, “Our actions on planet Earth reflect our love. 
Because I care for children, my carbon footprint is as tiny as an infant’s.” He rides his bike everywhere and reads by the light 
of an energy-saving lightbulb. One Sunday, I walked out of the Parish Hall with Gregory, who brought my attention to the 
striking tree next to the preschool; I had never noticed the graceful bend of the leaves and its enormous, cotton ball-like 
blooms. 

Gregory’s story is one of lyrical engagement with God’s kingdom, our “island home,” according to our Book of Common 
Prayer. Mother Brenda says, “Gregory is one of those unique people who seems to live with his heart wide-open. He is joyful 
and witty and uses his humor to make friends wherever he goes. His natural tendency to help others has endeared him to this 
community. Every time I see him patiently helping one of our more senior parishioners, I am even more grateful for his 
presence among us!” 

A writer and poet, Gregory blesses us with the following haiku about one of his favorite subjects: 

Bright dancing blue trees 
Spring blooms, Jacaranda highs 
Below Gray Cloud’s Cover 

Christian Witman, a fellow poet, writes, “Faith is not a state of mind, but an action in the world, a movement towards the 
world.” As our compelling guide, Gregory shows us we need only pack a few things for life’s travels—compassion, flexibility, a 
sense of humor, trust, and attention to God’s creation. Guess I won’t need that extra pair of sandals, after all. 

Gregory Neville 
continued from page 3

This book 
—Dictionnaire 
Francais by Jim 

Stiven—is a 
dictionary of 52 

French words, each 
depicted with 

painting and collage 
representations, and 

definitions. 
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