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When the wine runs out, we can still co-create with God to transform the world.  
 
In Jesus’ time, wedding feasts lasted seven days. Our text says something happened on 
the third day. The wine ran out. If anyone here has ever hosted a party, you know that 
there’s an ocean of stress under those words, “when the wine ran out.”  
 
And yet, and yet, Jesus miraculously changed water into wine. Not just a little water, but 
enough for over 900 bottles of wine.  
 
You see, when the wine runs out, we can still co-create with God.  
 
And you know, not everyone can be the miracle worker. And not everyone needs to be. 
As our Corinthians reading says, there are a variety of activities and spiritual gifts—we 
each have a role to do.  
 
In Cana, who knew about this miracle besides Jesus? The chief steward. The 
bridegroom. And the servants.  
 
I want to focus on those servants. They’re the ones who carried the water from the well 
in the middle of this party. They’re the ones who poured the water into those stone jars 
and who poured the wine out. They’re the ones who carried the miracle to people’s 
places. The miracle was wrought by their hands.  
 
And yet they’re parenthetical in the story, an offhand comment, a footnote to the text.  
 
Notice—Mary does NOT say to the servants, “Get out of the way and let Jesus do it.” She 
does say, PAUSE “Do what he tells you.”  
 
Jesus is there, and he guides the servants, but THEY’RE the ones who pour the wine. A 
miracle happens in THEIR hands. Because they do what Jesus says.  
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. actually did what Jesus told him to do. Born January 15, 
1929 in Atlanta, Georgia to descendants of sharecroppers and enslaved people, Dr. King 
knew what it was to be marginalized, a footnote in the story of this country.  
 
And yet, when he followed Jesus’ direction, God used him to transform the entire 
country, and arguably, the world.  
 



Tomorrow our entire nation celebrates and honors him But I don’t know if people really 
understand him. A lot of people think he just wanted folks to get along and love each 
other.  
 
Dr. King was a great orator, but we are mistaken if we think his words were just words. 
He preached with his very LIFE. He was in the street, marching, protesting. He 
preached civil disobedience and he started a movement to CHALLENGE the demons of 
racism, poverty and war. He did this not only in CHURCH—because they wouldn’t have 
killed him for that—but he preached in the streets.  
 
The wine of any human endeavor eventually runs out.  
When the wine of health runs out, what then?  
When the wine of youth runs out, what then?   
When the wine of satisfaction from completing this project or that degree, what then?  
When the wine of determination to live runs out, what then?   
 
We’re hard-wired as humans to achieve goals and then move right on to the next one. 
The thing we strived for—whether it was climbing Mt. Everest or paying off the 
mortgage—all of it becomes anticlimactic pretty quick. The shine wears off. The wine 
runs out.  
 
When the wine ran out for African-Americans in this country, when they needed a 
visionary and Dr. King was there to co-create with God to transform this world. And he 
did. But it wasn’t all sunshine and happiness and love. He was a controversial figure.  
 
When he challenged not just racism but militarism, the Vietnam War, and capitalism, he 
lost his open invitation to the White House. Black civil rights organizations turned 
against him. Fellow preachers walked away from him. Many publicly denounced him… 
 
But you know what? When the wine runs out, that is THE time to co-create with God to 
transform the world.  
 
Dr King co-created with God through his life and his preaching. Inspiring a movement 
with millions of followers, he started the Poor People’s Campaign, which gathered 
people together united by a common injustice—poverty.  
 
Jesus connected preaching to incarnate acts of liberation and wholeness.  
 
Dr. King’s preaching led to acts of liberation for people who were sorely oppressed. But 
Dr. King didn’t just want folks to come together in a love fest. He WANTED PEOPLE TO 
CHANGE the oppressive and unjust systems of society!  
 
Dr King asked the hard questions like, “Who are the poor?” 
 
In California today, more than 33% live at or near the poverty line. Who are the poor?  
 



In this country, we have 140 million poor people. 21% are disabled. 15% are seniors. 18% 
are Black. 28% are children. Dr. King wanted us to stop blaming the poor for their 
poverty and recognize their poverty is human-made, not God-ordained.  
 
There’s something wrong in the US today.  
 
Out of the 25 wealthiest countries in the world we are the only one that does not provide 
health care.  
 
There are five vacant homes for every homeless person in this country.  
 
In recent years, 27 states have passed voter suppression laws. We’re going backwards 
folks! These are measures that make it HARDER for Americans to vote—especially Black 
people, the elderly, students, people with disabilities, and people living below the 
poverty line.  
 
Corretta Scott King, when asked about the violence that killed her husband, said: “Well, 
that’s one kind of violence. But let me tell you what also is violence: not providing a 
public education is violence. Refusing to pay a living wage is violence. Refusing 
healthcare is violence. And an apathetic attitude that refuses to address violence is also 
violence.”  
 
We can’t do nothing. Dr. King fought to change laws and policies that were racist. What 
are we gonna’ do? 
 
This nation puts 53 cents of every discretionary dollar into war. The average soldier 
makes less than $30,000 per year while the average CEO of a defense company makes 
$19 million a year.  
 
It’s time to do more than just preach and pray. It’s time to put some feet on our prayers. 
It’s time to take action, like Dr. King, and to do whatever God calls us to do. 
 
If you don’t know what that is, talk to your Faith in Action committee right here at St. 
Andrew’s. Come Volunteer on a Saturday morning and get to know the people 
experiencing poverty right now in your neighborhood. You can even join the Poor 
People’s Campaign that Dr. King started. Google it after church. See if you can go to the 
march in DC in June. But whatever you do—Use your life, your power to MAKE 
CHANGE NOW. In this life.  
 
You have a role to play. You don’t have to be the savior. Or the visionary. You have a role 
to play. Evil prevails when good people do nothing.  
 
When the wine runs out, even the servants at the party, even you and even me, even the 
last and the least can co-create with God to transform this world. 
 
Let’s Find out what our role IS and GO DO IT! 
 


