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iblings in Christ,
As we all know, this is the second year in a row that we won’t celebrate Easter inside our nave. Of
course, the stock reply would be to remind you: “Easter will happen whether we’re in our church
building or not.” But after a year of dealing with this restrictive situation, I realize that’s not enough of
a consolation for many of you, so I’ll see if I can expand on that idea a bit. First and foremost, let’s
remember why we’re not indoors. It’s because your Reopening Taskforce, Vestry, and I all agree that
our Christian response to the pandemic should be that which is most life-giving. We want to continue
to be as careful as possible to not put anyone—from our volunteers, to our staff, to our parishioners—at
risk. We also endeavor to be as equitable as possible, so we won’t welcome those who have been
vaccinated inside, for instance, while excluding those who don’t yet have access to the vaccine.
Thinking about all the ways in which Jesus asks us to make sacrifices on behalf of others, I realize:
“That’s right. Easter isn’t actually about our preferences.” Rather, the death, crucifixion, and
resurrection of Christ is about the huge sacrifice made on our behalf. From that perspective, maybe our
acceptance of extended time outside the nave might serve as a reminder that God’s transformational
love wins out no matter the circumstance. How wonderful to experience the promise of Easter in the
midst of one of the most painful years of our lives! Yet, in so many ways, we are like Mary who expects
to encounter Jesus in the only way she can imagine—unmoving and inside the tomb. What she finds,
however, is something completely unexpected! And, just like Mary, because we won’t be encountering
Christ in the sacred space we had envisioned, it’s understandable we feel disappointed. That is, until
we realize this, ultimately, means we don’t have to be in a specific location to encounter the Risen
Christ!
So, this Easter, take a look around at the world plagued by so much—from systemic racism, to climate
change, to the food insecurity of millions—and notice that none of that changes God’s promise. Right
here—in the messiness of our lives—the Risen Christ lives. And death no longer has the final word.
Alleluia, and Amen!

Easter Contributions = Expanded Construction Project
his year, as you consider making a special donation in celebration of Easter, know that your
generosity will further our ability to finish some odds and ends not currently included in our Phase 1
construction budget. It might not seem like much now, but your legacy of love will live on in our
refreshed paint and well-fitting closet doors, which will have a lasting impact for years to come! Please
indicate “Construction Project” when you mail in or submit your gift online.
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My Calling to Diaconal Ministry
BY PETE MARTIN

reetings Fellow Parishioners!
Mother Brenda asked me if I could offer a short description of
my discernment process, taking classes at the School of
Ministry, and my sense of calling to be an Episcopal deacon...in
200-400 words! I happily agreed, so here we go! I am currently
meeting with a Discernment Committee who is helping me to
discern my calling to the Diaconate. We are meeting either
every week or every other week depending on our schedules and
they have already been a blessing to me. I look forward to
continuing to meet with them. After that, I begin a Field
Placement, which is not unlike an internship, where I will do
spiritual work and learn from the experience. Unless things
change, it appears that my field placement will be providing
pastoral care at Carlsbad by the Sea and helping St. Michael's
by the Sea this summer. I’m very excited about this and look forward to the experience. After that, I
will meet with the diocesan psychologist for an evaluation. Since I am also a licensed mental health
professional, I’m certain there is a great joke in there somewhere! “So a therapist walks into a
psychologist’s office…”
My classes are going very well. Last semester, I was working full time and going to school full time—
which was quite a challenge, as you can imagine. At the first of the year, I started working part-time
and going to school full-time, which has helped a lot. This semester I am taking New Testament II,
Church Mission and Society, Theology, and Christian Spirituality. They are all great classes and they
are challenging me concerning what my future ministry might look like. I am also being introduced to
Henri Nouwen in the spirituality class and I am rather perplexed that I have not heard of him before.
He is amazing!
My sense of calling to be a deacon? Well, I have had really good role models of current and past
deacons in my lifetime. All of them inspired me and put the idea in my head, but when I got out of the
US Navy in 1995, I committed myself to helping others and, I believe, God led me on this path towards
its natural conclusion—a ministry of helping people!
God bless you all and please keep me in prayer as I go on this journey!

"...I have had really good role models of
current and past deacons in my lifetime.
All of them inspired me and put
the idea in my head..."

Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday
We invite you to pick up palm fronds in the church parking lot
Saturday, March 27th, 9:30-10:30 am for those not planning to attend in-person worship.
Those attending Outdoor or Drive-In Church will receive their fronds at check-in.
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God loves you; no exceptions.

Resurrection
BY ANN ZIVOTSKY

ach animal was wonderful to watch. The lion and tiger roared. The cheetahs, usually found sleeping
on their grassy knoll, ran through their habitat. Even the small East African Sitatunga, another one of
God’s creatures, was special to watch. Only the house-sized Sand Cat seemed to be annoyed that
people were interrupting her nap. Otherwise, the animals seemed energized—made new—to see
people again.
The San Diego Zoo Safari Park reopened on a Saturday morning in February and it was if everything
was new. It’s one of the places to be nourished, watching God’s beautiful creatures. A few weeks
later, it was a visit to the zoo where there are two adorable Amur Leopard cubs. There are less than a
hundred Amur Leopards in the wild. Their territory is in the forests of Far Eastern Russia, although
for reasons that involve a better habitat for them, they’re housed in the Africa Rocks section of the
zoo. Two Amur Leopard cubs bring the prospect that humans may reverse the damage they’ve done to
this large cat with its magnificent coat.
The leopard babies are new versions of their parents, just as the resurrection is when Jesus became a
new version, changing from human to the Messiah. Baby animals and the reopening of a beloved
place in this time of COVID, just as Easter and the resurrection bring hope and a blessed life.
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