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This song of Mary, the Magnificat - has been praised by social revolutionaries 
throughout history - by Oscar Romero, a Salvadoran priest, who was killed for speaking 
out for the poor.  
 
Mary’s song is so powerfully subversive that it has been banned - did you know that?  

1. During the British rule of India, the Magnificat was not allowed to be sung in 
church.  

2. In Guatemala in the 80s her song inspired the poor to believe that change was 
possible and they were agitating for it from the government so it was banned.  

3. And in Argentina when the mothers of the plaza de mayo whose children all 
disappeared during the Dirty War of the 70s and 80s – placed the Magnificat’s 
words on posters throughout the capital plaza, the military junta outlawed any 
public display of Mary’s song.  

 
In the 1500s, Mary’s apparition to a native Mexican not only dignified the indigenous 
culture but blessed their struggle against white colonizers. Native Mexicans claimed 
Mary’s words as their own. “The mighty one has done great things for me. God has 
brought down the powerful from their thrones. And lifted up the lowly. He has filled the 
hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.” To this day, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is a national symbol of Mexico and the patron saint of liberation theology. 
She is the one who affirms God’s preferential option for the poor.  
 
This song of Mary, this Magnificat, is powerful.  
 
Deidrich Bonhoffer, before being executed by the Nazis, called it “the most passionate, 
the wildest,... most revolutionary hymn ever sung.” 
 
But, you might say, Mother Hannah, it’s not true. It’s not reality. 
 
Half of humanity lives on less than $5.50 per day. Corporations exploit workers and 
amass wealth while evading taxes, which means fewer resources for the collective good, 
for the very people who made them their wealth! 
 
Just exactly HOW has God brought down the mighty and filled the empty with good 
things? Where is the hope? 
 
Mary proclaims these words as an oppressed person in a colonized people group. She 
speaks these big, world-changing possibilities that Things Could be Better – really 
different for the boys in Elizabeth and Mary’s wombs. There’s such hope in her song and 



yet in just about 30 years, both of them, both John and Jesus, are executed by the very 
people Mary says have been brought down.  
 
So Where is the hope? 
 
But you see Mary isn’t operating in magical thinking. She is not just saying, God, you’ve 
done these things and now because I’ve said it with intention, it will manifest.  
 
Just last week we heard from John the Baptist some very practical ways to repent and 
live differently. If you have two coats, give one away. If you have more than enough 
food, share with someone who has none. Don’t cheat people. Be satisfied with your 
wages. Very pragmatic things that you and I can do, here, now, today in 2021. 
 
You see, WE are the Inheritors of Mary’s Hope!  
 
As much as God is fulfilling promises and prophecies, Jesus did not seem to think it was 
all about GOD’s action in the world that would MAGICALLY make everything better. 
Look at Jesus’ words and actions. 
 
Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan, with Samaritans being the most reviled kind 
of Other to the Jews. The Samaritans were close cousins to the Jews but they had 
intermarried with local people groups and so the Jews saw them as THE worst. But the 
Samaritans went to temple. They read scripture. They also believed they were God’s 
chosen people. 
 
“But in the story, Jesus does not care what the Samaritan believes. It’s only what the 
man does that matters. So, he reads a different scripture? So he goes to a different 
temple? So he follows a different path. So what? Jesus is focused on the man’s actions, 
not his beliefs. This can be upsetting to Christians who have been taught that it is our 
faith, not our works, that matter, but there you have it. Jesus was not a very good 
Protestant. He was a Jew who knew that right belief does not put a cup of water in the 
hands of a thirsty person or bandage a wound or offer a traveler a bed. Right beliefs 
don’t change a thing unless they lead to right actions.” 
 
Jesus and John clearly believed that WE have to DO SOMETHING in the world too!  
 
WE create the space and possibility for JUSTICE to come into the world, working with 
God and God working through us.  
 
We LOVE our neighbors as ourselves.  
 
We take only what we need.  
 
We help those who have no access to resources.  
 
 



Here at St. Andrew’s we help people get a shower and feel dignified on Saturdays, and 
we feed them a meal but we also WORK TO CHANGE the society that lets human beings 
fall through the cracks in the first place!  
 
God has brought down the powerful and lifted up the lowly!  
 
God is again doing that thing God does - making a way where there is no way.  
Making possible what seems impossible.  
In a barren womb, creating LIFE! 
 
Where is that barrenness now? Look around.  
 
Where can you see signs of God working and life emerging? How can you work with God 
to help that life be BORN and to grow and to create a world where EVERYONE has 
enough and everyone has a coat and food and a warm place to call home? A place of 
justice and peace.  
 
 


