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STRONGER TOGETHER 

7/8/18 ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA 

Proper 9 (B): Ezekiel 2:1-5; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Psalm 123; Mark 6:1-13 

Two hundred, forty-five years ago today—in the form of the 13 colonies— the United 
States declared their independence from the monarchy of Britain. The move is often held up as 
an effort to gain religious freedom, but it's not that they wanted religious diversity; the nation’s 
founders had every intention of keeping the Church of England as the primary religion—just out 
from under the King’s control.  

They endeavored to separate Church from State, but the same people designing the U.S. 
constitution, created the governance—or polity—of the transplanted Church. The U.S. branch 
of the Church of England was renamed The Episcopal Church, because Episcopal indicates the 
Church would be overseen, and governed by, Bishops instead of a monarch. But, as you’ve 
noticed, most of the traditions, and almost all of the old English terms for things were 
maintained. Hence we have “wardens” instead of vice presidents, and a “vestry” instead of a 
Church Board. 

In those early years of the Church and the nation, it was almost a given—starting with 
George Washington—that if you were going to serve in the U.S. government, you’d need to be 
Episcopalian. So much for separation of Church and State! What was well-implemented were 
the checks and balances of both governance structures. 

 In contrast to having the king dictate decisions from the top down, there was a horizontal 
flattening of the power structure, so that people would jointly make decisions. Just like in the 
U.S. government—where the president is limited in power, and balanced by the House and the 
Senate—the Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church must act in conjunction with the House 
of Deputies, which is comprised of Lay and Clergy delegates, and the House of Bishops. 

In many ways, this idea of balancing each other out—of supporting each other in a 
democratic manner—is reflected in our Gospel reading this morning. Jesus sends out the 
disciples two-by-two; partly for companionship, I’m sure, but, more likely, knowing that we are 
stronger together. We balance each other out, and we hold each other up when one of us 
requires rest, or when one of us needs to be held accountable.  

That phrase: “Stronger Together,” was used by Hilary Clinton in her 2016 presidential 
campaign. Her team chose those words: “Stronger Together,” to avoid the sense of 
competitiveness in a phrase like: “Better Together.” It was believed that instead of aiming to be 
the best, we might all acknowledge our flaws and work on strengthening each other.  

The author of Ephesians also seeks to avoid the competitive nature of our faith journey as 
the Apostle Paul is quoted. Many scholars believe Paul is actually describing his own experience 
of having a vision of the afterlife, but to avoid the competitive nature of having had experiences 
that others might never have, he relays the message from the perspective of another. 

On the other hand, maybe Paul faced challenges similar to the ones Jesus had, as 
described in the Gospel passage: that it’s harder to be believed by people who know you, than 
by a bunch of strangers. In Jesus’s case, his townspeople are quite familiar with his family and 
want to know how a carpenter’s son could possibly be this knowledgeable about the realm of 
God. 
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In Paul’s case, he does eventually claim what must’ve been an extraordinary experience, 
as he explains how it is he came to accept what he calls “weakness” or “thorns” in his life. More 
accurately, he’s describing the flaws of life, and how surrendering to God can actually leave us 
stronger—despite our weakness.  

The way Paul explains that is by reiterating the words he heard from God: “My grace is 
sufficient for you.” Like the intention behind the campaign slogan: “Stronger together,” Paul 
implores us to trust we have been given sufficient grace, and that as we work within our own 
limits and those of the human systems in which we participate, we can accomplish much 
through God’s grace. 

Paul states that he boasts only for very specific reasons; that his pride swells in relation to 
the strength gained through God’s grace—despite his flaws or those of the community. 
Likewise, on this fourth of July, we can acknowledge the flaws of our nation—the ways some 
are not as well served by the system as others—and, yet, still take pride in the ways we are 
“Stronger Together.” We aren’t the best; we’re not better than every other country; but –for 
the most part—we do continue, as a nation, to seek justice and peace for all people.  

The other component of the “Stronger Together” teaching that Jesus delivers in this 
Gospel story is warning the disciples that they will fail—that not everyone will be receptive to 
the message they deliver. He insists, however, that they not give up and go home, rather that 
they “shake it off” and go on to the next place.  

Jesus seems to say—to all of us—“it’s not about how successful you are in converting 
people to this way of being; instead, it’s about planting as many seeds as you can.” Or, in Paul’s 
words, remembering that what we do is guided by God, and that God’s grace is sufficient. 
People refusing to listen is not a failure; it’s simply a closed door pointing to the next open 
door.  

This morning’s Collect of the Day wraps it up for us:  Help us “keep all God’s 
commandments by loving God and our neighbor…that we may be devoted to God with our 
whole heart, and united to one another. We are “Stronger Together.”  

 

Collect of the Day: 

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our 

neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our 

whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Ezekiel 2:1-5 

The Lord said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when 

he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to 

me. He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels 

who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this 

very day. The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you 

shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD.” Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they 

are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them. 
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Psalm 123 

1 To you I lift up my eyes, * 

to you enthroned in the heavens. 

2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, * 

and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

3 So our eyes look to the LORD our God, * 

until he show us his mercy. 

4 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, * 

for we have had more than enough of contempt, 

5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, * 

and of the derision of the proud. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven-- 

whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I know that such 

a person-- whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows-- was 

caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is 

permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not 

boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be 

speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than 

what is seen in me or heard from me, even considering the exceptional character of the 

revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the 

flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three 

times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, "My 

grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness." So, I will boast all the 

more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I 

am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the 

sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

Mark 6:1-13 

Jesus left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the 

sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. 

They said, "Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to 

him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the 

son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his 

sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets 

are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their 
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own house." And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a 

few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief. 

Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send 

them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them 

to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their 

belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, "Wherever you 

enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and 

they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a 

testimony against them." So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They 

cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 


