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A PLACE FOR EVERYONE 

10/17/21 ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA 

Proper 24 (B): Isaiah 53:4-12; Psalm 91:9-16; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45  

James and John—sons of Zebedee—were also known as the “Brothers of Thunder”! With 
a nickname like that, can’t you just imagine them swaggering around, full of bravado, 
demanding to be on Jesus’s left and right side?  

I had a couple of friends in seminary, who used to walk into a room, put their fists on their 
hips, and proclaim: “Brothers of Thunder!” And then everyone—including them—would laugh 
hysterically. John is from the Virgin Islands, has very dark skin and an island accent. While Jim’s 
a white guy from the Midwest. They are obviously not brothers.  

Even more funny was that neither of them actually possessed the kind of bravado the 
sons of Zebedee display. My James and John were respectful, kind-hearted, humble guys. But 
we all know people like those biblical “Brothers of Thunder,” don’t we? Even if we can’t 
imagine ourselves vying to sit at Jesus’s left and right, we can name people who take up that 
kind of space.  

The vantage point, from which I want to explore our Gospel passage this morning, has to 
do with our annual pledge campaign. Today’s bulletin cover uses the pledge brochure’s 
illustration and reflects our theme for the year: “There's a place for everyone at St. Andrew’s.” 
Of course, we’ve switched that up on the bulletin cover, because there's not just a place for 
everyone in this parish, there’s a place for everyone in God's kingdom.  

So, this morning we have James and John arguing about who's going to get the best seat 
in heaven, and Jesus…well, Jesus…just sort of sidesteps their antics with some tricky questions, 
and then replies that those seats are reserved “for those for whom they've been prepared.”  

But what we know, because we’re here on the other side of the Gospel, and we know 
how Jesus’s teachings point to the truth of God’s kingdom: that those seats have been reserved 
for everyone—not just someone special, but all of us! 

In fact, heaven’s probably not a specific place and, for sure, there aren't literally two 
chairs—as James and John imagine—waiting to be filled by only a couple of people. Heaven is 
something we can only begin to imagine. The way I’ve come to think of it—based on the way 
Jesus describes God abiding in us and we in God—is that heaven is an eternal existence outside 
of space and time, where we become pure love…fully present to, and fully present with, God. 

I don't know how that works, but I know that’s what Jesus promises us, and that this 
mysterious experience isn’t just for a few select people, but for all of God’s beloved, and we are 
all God’s beloved. We are called to help bring about God’s kingdom here on earth, and 
promised that—though we might not achieve that in our lifetime—the world will be reconciled 
to God in our heavenly existence.  

So, Jesus is stating there's no reason to argue about who gets to sit next to him. But first, 
rather than directly answer them, he messes with James and John a little. As I suggested last 
month, in relation to the Syrophoenician woman, Jesus teases them into a teaching moment. 
He asks: “Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with?"  
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He wants them to completely understand that they have, absolutely, become one with 
him. But, in case they haven’t fully accepted this, he seduces the answer out of them. Of 
course, they will drink the cup he drinks; of course, they’ll be baptized with the same baptism!  

At the same time, our reading from Isaiah reminds us that this life—this path of 
discipleship; this journey of the cross—even with baptism and drinking the cup—does not go 
without its challenges. Scholars refer to the person mentioned in Isaiah as the “Suffering 
Servant”.  

This is somebody who’s completely devoted to the people they serve. This servant leader 
is willing to sacrifice whatever they can for the good of the people, and—in many ways—
reflects who Jesus is for us. On the other hand, Isaiah was written well before Jesus’s time, so 
the Suffering Servant could be anyone of us, making sacrifices for those we love, trying to bring 
about God’s kingdom here on earth.  

A few weeks ago, I mentioned our Deep Dive book group has been reading Sacred Earth 
by John Philip Newell. In the book, we’ve been introduced to different theologians and 
philosophers, who were well known as people who upheld the wisdom of Celtic Christianity. In 
particular, two of them: George MacLeod and Pierre Teilhard de Chardin—each wrote about 
how their “ah-ha” moment occurred within challenging settings. 

One described the horror of being in the trenches of World War I, and the other 
bemoaned the squalor of the impoverished streets of Scotland at the turn of the last century. 
And, yet, for both of them, it was in those moments that they realized the expanse of God’s 
love. The author’s comment was that these were not some romantic notions of love, but a true 
experience of God’s presence in the midst of suffering. 

That’s what the Suffering Servant refers to in Isaiah. That being close to God isn’t reserved 
for the days when everything is hunky-dory, and all is well. Being close to God happens in the 
everyday—in the challenges and struggles of humanity trying to get it right. Our place with God 
is perhaps most palpable when we are in such need of hope, that we can’t help but notice the 
littlest ways God is present with us.  

Listening to a report of the tragedy experienced in Santee, earlier this week, and the ways 
several people, literally, saved other neighbors from death, I became aware of a contemporary 
analysis of the Suffering Servant. The reporter said (and I’m paraphrasing here): “When we are 
faced with the fragile nature of life itself, we drop all of our differences.”  

That’s what MacLeod and Chardin were getting at; that in the midst of life and death 
situations, we don't argue about who is more deserving of being saved; even though we might 
be at risk, we risk our own lives to save those who are more at risk.  

And I realized in that moment, that’s, perhaps, the simplest way of communicating Jesus’s 
overarching message: even though we’re at risk, we risk our own lives to help those who are 
more at risk. And in those situations, our hope is renewed, and we’re inspired to notice the 
resurrection and reconciliation that happens all around us every day.  

I think that’s, actually, what my friends Jim and John were communicating—that they 
were brothers in Christ and willing to risk their reputation…or whatever other wall needed 
breaking down to proclaim for the rest of us: “There’s a place here for everyone!” 

-AMEN 
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Collect of the Day: 

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the 
nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 
persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Isaiah 53:4-12 

Surely he has borne our infirmities  
and carried our diseases;  

yet we accounted him stricken,  
struck down by God, and afflicted.  

But he was wounded for our transgressions,  
crushed for our iniquities;  

upon him was the punishment that made us whole,  
and by his bruises we are healed.  

All we like sheep have gone astray;  
we have all turned to our own way,  

and the LORD has laid on him  
the iniquity of us all.  

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,  
yet he did not open his mouth;  

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,  
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,  
so he did not open his mouth.  

By a perversion of justice he was taken away.  
Who could have imagined his future?  

For he was cut off from the land of the living,  
stricken for the transgression of my people.  

They made his grave with the wicked  
and his tomb with the rich,  

although he had done no violence,  
and there was no deceit in his mouth.  

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain.  
When you make his life an offering for sin,  

he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;  
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper.  

Out of his anguish he shall see light;  
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.  

The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,  
and he shall bear their iniquities.  
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,  

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;  
because he poured out himself to death,  

and was numbered with the transgressors;  
yet he bore the sin of many,  

and made intercession for the transgressors.  



The Rev. Brenda Sol 4 

 

 

Psalm 91:9-16  

9  
Because you have made the LORD your refuge, * 
and the Most High your habitation,  

10  
There shall no evil happen to you, * 
neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.  

11  
For he shall give his angels charge over you, * 
to keep you in all your ways.  

12  
They shall bear you in their hands, * 
lest you dash your foot against a stone.  

13  
You shall tread upon the lion and adder; * 
you shall trample the young lion and the serpent under your feet.  

14  
Because he is bound to me in love, 
therefore will I deliver him; * 
I will protect him, because he knows my Name.  

15  
He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; * 
I am with him in trouble; 
I will rescue him and bring him to honor.  

16  
With long life will I satisfy him, * 
and show him my salvation.  

Hebrews 5:1-10 

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to 

God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with 

the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this 

he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. And one does 

not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by 

the one who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you"; as he says also in 

another place, "You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek."  

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 

tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 

reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 

suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 

who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 

Melchizedek. 
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Mark 10:35-45 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him, "Teacher, 

we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." And he said to them, "What is it you 

want me to do for you?" And they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand 

and one at your left, in your glory." But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you 

are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism 

that I am baptized with?" They replied, "We are able." Then Jesus said to them, "The 

cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will 

be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for 

those for whom it has been prepared." 

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called 

them and said to them, "You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize 

as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not 

so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 

and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came 

not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many." 


