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NAMING MIRACLES 

7/25/21 ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA 
Proper 12 (Year B): 2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm 145:10-19; Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21 

When’s the last time you felt really hungry? I mean—not just I’m on a diet and I really 
want a greasy cheeseburger—but really, genuinely hungry; when you were worried you 
wouldn’t get another meal any time soon and you felt lightheaded?  

We’re not told how hungry the people gathered in this morning’s Gospel reading are, but 
unless we can try on their possible deep, physical hunger, we might miss the beauty of the 
miracle. When I started studying this passage about the feeding of the thousands, I was 
reminded of a time when I saw almost the opposite happen.  

It was four years ago at the Episcopal Church’s General Convention in Austin. Some of you 
are familiar with the way our polity—or our governance—works. Delegates—or deputies as 
they’re called—from across the U.S., and a number of other countries, that have Episcopal 
churches, gather every three years (except when we’re taking pandemic precautions). It’s at 
that convention that decisions and policies are made on behalf of the wider church. While I was 
serving as an alternate deputy in 2018, a celebratory revival was held, featuring Bishop Michael 
Curry, our presiding Bishop. 

Well, it was just weeks after he had preached at the royal wedding, so he basically had 
celebrity status—something the planners of the revival hadn’t really considered when they 
decided to offer all-you-can-eat barbecue for every attendee. Much to their surprise, people 
came from all walks of life, all across the city, to see this man—our presiding bishop—who had 
sparked global interest by preaching a sermon on love in what was considered a very 
unorthodox manner for the Church of England.  

To demonstrate the generosity of the Diocese of Texas, the first people served we're 
given way more barbeque than they needed. Unfortunately, the food dwindled quickly, and 
many of us realized we wouldn’t be partaking in the meal, after all. We were disappointed, of 
course, but, let’s be honest, we all knew we could get food someplace else. We weren’t really 
hungry in the way I asked you to imagine a few minutes ago. 

And, yet, we experienced a miracle that day. The miracle of one man—Michael Curry—
letting the Holy Spirit work through him to draw more people closer to God. I sat next to a 
woman during the revival, who said she wasn’t even Christian, but after watching the royal 
wedding online, she had to come hear Bishop Curry in-person. Next to her was her cab driver, 
who decided to come into the revival after hearing the first woman describe the power of 
Bishop Curry’s wedding homily. Those women—and countless other people—were fed that day 
in ways they hadn’t expected. 

That’s the thing about miracles; we have to make space for them; we have to watch for 
them; we have to name them. That’s what Elisha does in our reading from second Kings. Yes, 
he’s a prophet, and so we might be tempted to assign special powers to him. But what’s really 
happening, is he sees the Holy Spirit at work in those gathered, so he names that and makes the 
space for the miracle of the feeding to happen. 

There are all kinds of hunger in our world, and, unfortunately, way more actual, physical 
hunger than there should be. We only have to look at what’s going on in the world around us to 
see what that kind of hunger can lead to. The unrest in places like Haiti and Cuba is a result of 
complex economic and political circumstances, but the protests are also happening, because 
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people are hungry. In many cases, they literally can’t find enough food to feed their families. So, 
we pray for miracles. 

But Jesus’s words and actions caution us about the difference between the power of 
governments and the power of God. Many scholars suggest that the true miracle in the Gospel 
story is that Jesus broke open the hearts of those gathered in a way that convinced them to 
open up their picnic baskets and share their food with each other.  

Whether Jesus created food out of thin air, or not, people who were hungry were fed. 
Then, because they start suggesting he should be made king, he explains that this miracle is 
about reinforcing their relationship with God—not finding them a new political leader. 
Hopefully, the work we do as disciples of Christ will affect political systems, but we do the work 
to connect people to God, not to find a savior in the political system. Miracles are about us 
experiencing the movement of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  

Feeling the Spirit at work in the crowd, Jesus turns to Philip to see if he has noticed what’s 
going on; and although Phillip isn’t yet able to name what’s happening, he, Andrew, and the 
boy all band together with Jesus serving as catalysts for an amazing miracle. The crowd is then 
engaged in this counter-cultural manner of living from a place of abundance versus a sense of 
scarcity. There is enough, and all who are hungry are satisfied.  

No matter the kind of hunger we’re experiencing, Jesus is ready to feed us…to fill the 
empty plates of our souls, as we open our eyes to the possibility of, and the circumstances for, 
the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives! 

-AMEN 

Collect of the Day: 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is 

holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, 

we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

2 Kings 4:42-44 

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of 

God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it 

to the people and let them eat.” But his servant said, “How can I set this before a 

hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus 

says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’” He set it before them, they ate, 

and had some left, according to the word of the LORD. 

Psalm 145:10-19 

10 All your works praise you, O LORD, * 

and your faithful servants bless you. 

11 They make known the glory of your kingdom * 

and speak of your power; 

12 That the peoples may know of your power * 

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
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13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 

your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

14 The LORD is faithful in all his words * 

and merciful in all his deeds. 

15 The LORD upholds all those who fall; * 

he lifts up those who are bowed down. 

16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, * 

and you give them their food in due season. 

17 You open wide your hand * 

and satisfy the needs of every living creature. 

18 The LORD is righteous in all his ways * 

and loving in all his works. 

19 The LORD is near to those who call upon him, * 

to all who call upon him faithfully. 

 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes 

its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 

strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray 

that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and 

length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 

so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 

more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 

all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

John 6:1-21 

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large 

crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 

Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, 

the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming 

toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?" 

He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered 

him, "Six months' wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little." 

One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, "There is a boy here 

who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?" 

Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; 

so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he 

had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as 

much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, "Gather up the 

fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost." So they gathered them up, and from 
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the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve 

baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, "This is 

indeed the prophet who is to come into the world."  

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him 

king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started 

across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The 

sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about 

three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and 

they were terrified. But he said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid." Then they wanted to 

take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they 

were going.  


