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REVIVING OUR DRY BONES 
9/19/21  ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA 
Pentecost (B): Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 104: 25-35,37; Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 

When I think of Pentecost, and start reading about “the rush of a violent wind”, and 

“divided tongues,” I notice an urge, deep inside of me, to channel an Evangelical preacher—or 

maybe it’s a southern Baptist Bible thumper—so that I could call down the Holy Spirit on all 

y’all; so that you feel the Holy Spirit washing over you…refreshing your soul and bringing you 

closer to God, Almighty! 

But the truth is, that is not my voice, and for most of you, that’s not a voice you respond 

to; it’s not a voice pertinent to this time, in this place. You are more likely to connect with God’s 

message when it’s in a different kind of voice—in your own native tongue. That’s a large part of 

what Pentecost Sunday is all about; it’s about each one of us—each person in the world—

hearing the power of God’s message in a way that feeds our souls. 

We are Episcopalians in a Southern Californian beach town, so there’s a certain way we 

interact with the Scripture. Even though the Bible is ancient, it is also living and dynamic. Like 

the giant comma, that United Church of Christ adopted a number of years ago on their 

marketing materials, we make space for the ongoing revelation of God. Some of you may know 

what I mean by “the giant comma”; it was usually a big black comma, on a billboard or banner 

with a red background, and it represents the words they borrowed from Gracie Burns: “Never 

place a period where God has placed a comma—God is still speaking.”  

In today’s reading from Acts, one of the things this giant comma of God does, is make the 

list of languages endless—from the Parthians, to the Romans, to the Cretans—each of them 

hearing God’s message in their own native tongue.  In addition to many, many languages, this 

morning’s readings are filled with lots of evocative images, including all four primal elements: 

earth, fire, air, and water. Furthermore, the passage from Acts, which refers us back to the 

Prophet Joel, lists a variety of gifts of the Spirit. 

It seems to me that the common thread throughout the four pieces of Scripture, this 

morning, is that there isn’t just one way to experience God. Some people will prophesy, some 

will have visions, some will dream; some people will use thee and thou, some will speak 

Spanish; some will praise God in contemporary tunes, some will use traditional hymnody; some 

will pray kneeling, and others will pray, while walking the labyrinth. 

Being able to participate in an expression of faith that we understand is the tradition in 

which the Episcopal Church has deep roots. We Episcopalians were born out of the Church of 

England, and in that Anglican heritage, we find our beginnings within the religious Reformation 

of the 1500s. Among many other treatises, wise spiritual leaders, of the time, declared English-

speaking people ought to be able to read and worship in their own native tongue. Latin was the 

language of the church at that time, though very few people in the pews spoke or read Latin.  
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This and other components of the Reformation were intended to put God’s people back 

into direct contact with God. So we are reminded today that the various languages, or 

expressions of faith, are all valid. What’s paramount is that they all open us to the Holy Spirit; 

the paths to God might be varied, but the One, to whom we are oriented toward, is the same. 

As Jesus says in John’s Gospel: “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 

When we’re not finding ways that connect us directly to God, when we’re not being 

renewed and rejuvenated by God’s words and promises, we start to resemble the dry bones in 

Ezekiel. While the dry bones likely symbolized the people of Israel experience of being in exile 

from the land they called home, the imagery still speaks to us today. We might ask ourselves, 

“what are the dry bones in our own lives? Where are we cut off from the God, who adds flesh 

and connects the sinews of our soul? How can we, more often, put ourselves in-touch with the 

Holy Spirit—source of renewal?” 

When I used to work with counseling clients, I tried to help them find touchstones in their 

everyday lives, so that they had built-in reminders of the commitment they had made to 

themselves about a behavior they wanted to change. Sometimes it was an object…sometimes it 

was a symbol, that they could easily call to mind, or capture in an quick sketch. Today’s 

Scriptures offers touchstones in the form of the four elements. 

So what might these four primal elements of earth, air, fire and water represent to us, and 

how might they remind us not to let own bones of our soul dry up? Let’s start with earth. We 

are kept in direct contact with God as we remember that God so loved the world, God 

incarnated in the form of Jesus so that we might have a more intimate experience of God. As 

Jesus prepared to leave his earthly ministry, he explained that though his disciples might feel 

sorrowful, he had sent an Advocate to stay with them.  

Earth is a very practical touchstone; when we place our feet on the floor in the morning, 

or walk out to the car, or stroll along the sandy beach, one foot in front of the other, we can 

remind ourselves, the Holy Spirit is here with us on the earth.  

Air, which is so prominent in the passages of Pentecost, is just as useful. The breath 

blowing life into the dry bones of Ezekiel harkens us back to the God’s breath of creation. And 

what an unforgettable image in Acts: the wind rushing through with the arrival of the Holy 

Spirit. 

The picture that comes to my mind, when I think of wind, is my little cousin Heidi standing 

outside at my high school track meet. I think she was only about three years old at the time, 

and she kept sort of slowly turning round in a circle as the wind blew her hair. She had a 

puzzled look on her face as if she couldn’t believe she couldn’t locate the person back there, 

making her hair flutter. And yet, she didn’t understand what we meant by “it’s just the wind,” 

so she continued trying to see behind her back. The Holy Spirit is like that, isn’t she? Let the 

breeze, be a reminder, that the Holy Spirit is present—even though you can’t see her. 
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Then there’s fire. Typically, we think of fire, in terms of spiritual symbolism, as the eternal 

light. Today’s images of divided tongues, however, focus more on the flame itself, so that has 

come to symbolize the Holy Spirit. Flames also helpful when thinking about how to ensure that 

the bones of our soul aren’t drying up, because not even fire can survive with out room for 

air—space for the breath of God to keep it going. So when you see a candle flicker, or sit out by 

a bon-fire, ask yourself if you’re remembering to let enough of God’s breath in to keep the fire 

going. 

And finally, we have water. Although water isn’t mentioned much in this morning’s 

readings, we relate the waters of baptism, with the Holy Spirit—the baptisms Jesus offered 

being baptisms of the Spirit. Gabriel and I chose our hymns this morning with these ideas in 

mind. So during the offertory we’ll sing, “Go Down to the River to Pray.” Water is one of the 

most effective ways of refreshing ourselves, both literally and figuratively. In a few minutes, as 

we baptize Lyla, Zachary, Drew, and Tucker, we will pray:  

We thank you that by water and the Holy 

Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the 

forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of 

grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them 

an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 

persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 

and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

The waters of baptism connect us to the love, joy and wonder that God wants us to fully 

experience in life. When you bring water to your face; when you take a sip of hydration, when 

you dip your toes in the ocean, remind yourself, the Holy Spirit washes me clean. 

God is still speaking…through different languages, through the primal elements, through, 

and to, each one of us. My prayer for you—for all of us—as we leave this place is that we feel 

the Holy Spirit, this week, washing over us…bring life once again to our dry bones! 

 -AMEN  
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Collect of the Day: 

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the 

promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the 

preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and 

set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there 

were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can 

these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to 

these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord 

GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on 

you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 

and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord." 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, 

a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews 

on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 

breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to 

the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 

these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 

into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, `Our 

bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, 

and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 

from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall 

know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 

my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 

own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act," says the Lord. 

 
Psalm 104:25-35,37  
25  

O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 
in wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures.  

26  
Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number, * 
creatures both small and great.  

27  
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There move the ships, 
and there is that Leviathan, * 
which you have made for the sport of it.  

28  
All of them look to you * 
to give them their food in due season.  

29  
You give it to them; they gather it; * 
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.  

30  
You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
you take away their breath, 
and they die and return to their dust.  

31  
You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
and so you renew the face of the earth.  

32  
May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 
may the LORD rejoice in all his works.  

33  
He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
he touches the mountains and they smoke.  

34  
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 
I will praise my God while I have my being.  

35  
May these words of mine please him; * 
I will rejoice in the LORD.  

37  
Bless the LORD, O my soul. * 
Hallelujah!  

   

Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 

and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at 

this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 

in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who 

are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 

Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 

and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 

visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages 
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we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled 

with new wine." 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and 

all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these 

are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what 

was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

`In the last days it will be, God declares,  

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,  

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  

and your young men shall see visions,  

and your old men shall dream dreams.  

Even upon my slaves, both men and women,  

in those days I will pour out my Spirit;  

and they shall prophesy.  

And I will show portents in the heaven above  

and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  

The sun shall be turned to darkness  

and the moon to blood,  

before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.  

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' "  

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

Jesus said to his disciples, "When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 

Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also 

are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 

"I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But, now I am 

going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, `Where are you going?' But because I 

have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the 

truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 

come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world 

wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in 

me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 

about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

"I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of 

truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 

speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 

glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is 

mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you." 


