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NEW POWER 

3/28/21 ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA (Livestreamed) 
Palm Sunday (B): Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29: Mark 11:1-11 

If you had been at Drive-In Church this morning, you would have seen a live donkey! So, 
what do you know about donkeys? We typically think of donkeys as stubborn, which means 
they get a bad reputation for being dumb, since they don’t always do what we want them to. 
On the other hand, donkeys are reliable, because they don't overreact. They’re thought of as 
sure-footed on uneven and narrow trails, and they can carry very heavy loads. In Scripture, 
donkeys are frequently used as symbols of service, peace and humility. 

This morning’s Gospel reading mentions a colt, which, in this case, refers to a young, 
unridden donkey. So, Jesus instructs his disciples to go borrow a colt for his entry into 
Jerusalem. This is a very intentional move for a couple of reasons. One, is that, in Jesus’s day, a 
donkey was often used in royal ceremonies. To indicate their peaceful intentions, the new ruler 
would ride into the town square on a donkey.  

In our upcoming Good Friday readings, we’ll hear the familiar refrain as people call out to 
Jesus as “the King of the Jews.” He knows this is happening, and he’s aware that this popular 
title, along with his revolutionary ways, have riled-up the Roman regime. He’s basically 
thumbing his nose at the empire as he rides in on this donkey in royal fashion. 

   And the people cooperate throwing down their cloaks and waving their palm branches, 
as one would do at royal procession. At the same time, there are a couple of pieces of 
information to which we ought to pay attention. One is that this is an “unridden colt,” meaning 
the first person to ride it probably would’ve have been bucked off a few times. But it seems 
that not only the young donkey’s owner, but the donkey, as well, willingly cooperate with Jesus.  

The other important note is that, as we know, this is actually not a triumphal entry on the 
part of Jesus. At this point in his journey, he absolutely knows what is awaiting him; he knows 
his arrest is imminent; and he’s been given every indication that the arrest will lead to his 
death.  

But, as Jesus so often does, he transforms what could be viewed as an act of futility into a 
grand-scale invitation for the people of Jerusalem—and then others, including us—to 
participate in his ministry. It’s a true grassroots movement that starts simply with the 
collaboration of those randomly gathered in the streets, then spreads like wildfire in the weeks, 
months, and years that follow.  

What I notice about his strategy, is that Jesus doesn't have people go through some 
elaborate training to mimic the gestures they should use, or which words they must recite to be 
a part of his movement; he simply carries out his mission with integrity, and nearby people 
scramble to be a part of it. 

Jesus demonstrates what one current entrepreneur calls, “New Power.” Henry Timms, 
who co-authored a book by the same name, also invented what we now celebrate as “Giving 
Tuesday.” At that point in his career, he was managing one of the largest YMCAs in the country. 
But, rather than creating a big fundraiser just for the Y, Timms knew that if he could get this 
idea to catch on, non-profits across the nation would benefit.  
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So, he purposefully designed something that people could make their own, knowing it 
would take on different forms in different organizations. Simultaneously, the efforts of each 
would be intensified. 

This is one of the primary ideas of “New Power”: that an organization shares their vision 
in compelling ways, and, then, basically says, “if you resonate with that, engage our mission in 
ways that make sense to you.” In the same way Jesus did, the company doesn’t set up a bunch 
of rules about how to participate, instead expects that engagement will look different for 
different people.  

The only rule Jesus seems to give his followers is to do that which is life-giving. And doing 
that which is life-giving is clearly going to require varying responses in different communities. 
We see that reflected in our Biblical stories. The language used with the Markean and 
Matthean communities sounds different than what’s used in the Johnnine and Lukan 
congregations.  

When I start to worry that maybe I’m not doing this discipleship thing quite right—
because my life looks different than other Christians—I remember that living out my own faith 
journey is inherently going to be unique to yours. The most life-giving thing to me might be to 
advocate for tighter gun-control; while you might take a course on peaceful communications. 

So, on Palm Sunday, even though it would lead to his death, Jesus did what was the most 
life-giving thing he could do, which is to ride into the storm that would lead to his arrest, 
crucifixion, and death. He understood all the reasons he needed to die to his earthly 
life…reasons that are hard for us to even fathom. But he also knew this to be the most life-
giving thing, because he understood he would live on in the resurrection.  

We are all called to do that which is life-giving in a way that makes sense in our lives—in a 
way that allows the people around us to see and feel the power of God's grace, mercy, and 
love. We are called to take the mission of the Jesus Movement into our hearts, to make it our 
own, and then to act on it out in the world!  

Together we raise our palm fronds and declare: “Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

-AMEN 

 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon 

the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may 

walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
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The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as 

those who are taught. 

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 

beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set 

my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me 

is near.  

Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? 

Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 

his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 

"His mercy endures for ever." 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 

I will enter them; 

I will offer thanks to the LORD. 

20 "This is the gate of the LORD; * 

he who is righteous may enter." 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 

and have become my salvation. 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 

has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the LORD's doing, * 

and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 On this day the LORD has acted; * 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Hosannah, LORD, hosannah! * 

LORD, send us now success. 

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * 

we bless you from the house of the LORD. 

27 God is the LORD; he has shined upon us; * 

form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar. 
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28 "You are my God, and I will thank you; * 

you are my God, and I will exalt you." 

29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 

his mercy endures for ever. 

 

Mark 11:1-11 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the 

village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt 

that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you 

doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 

immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 

street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you 

doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed 

them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and 

he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 

branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who 

followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around 

at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 



The Rev. Brenda Sol 5 
 

 


