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FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS 
10/3/21  ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA 
Feast of St. Francis: Genesis 1:20-25; Psalm 121; Galatians 6:14-18; Mark 10:2-16 

My mother died unexpectedly nine years ago last week, and I think I will always 
remember what happened after receiving that dreadful call in the middle of the 
night…especially the woman at the airport the next morning. Some of you may have heard me 
tell this story before. There I was in the Dallas airport, with tears streaming down my face. I 
don't think I was sobbing, but I couldn't stop crying, and it was obvious to anyone around me 
that I was distraught.  

I decided—even though I didn't feel like eating—that I should go to the Starbucks kiosk to 
get a bagel and a cup of coffee, just in case I did, eventually, feel hungry on the plane. When 
the woman in line, in front of me, reached the cash register, I heard her telling the cashier she 
also wanted to pay for whatever I was having. Then, she turned to me and said, “I hope 
whatever’s wrong gets better.”  

Although, I mumbled back something like: “My mom just died and it's not gonna’ get 
better,” I still had the sense that she’d just thrown me a life preserver in the ocean of my grief. 
Her simple act—that only cost her about five bucks—helped remind me that I was not alone. 
Even though I had moved to a city where I didn’t know anyone, a few months prior, this woman 
brought God’s saving grace directly to me! 

Some of you may have felt God’s presence and comfort through an animal companion. I 
remember a time, for instance, when a friend of mine was recovering from foot surgery. As 
soon as she had situated herself on my sofa, so that she could prop-up her foot, my cat plopped 
himself down next to her, then, gently placed his paw on her foot. He seemed to know there 
was something wrong, and he was doing his part to aid her healing.  

Others of you may have had a similar experience in nature, when whatever was going on 
seemed completely overwhelming until you stood looking out at a clear blue lake, and 
suddenly, as you felt the sun warming your shoulders, your tight shallow breaths became deep 
and full. And even though you couldn’t explain it, you were sure God was with you in that 
moment.  

Today, we celebrate the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi, and the scenes I just described, 
are examples of the way he lived his life. Although we think of him as the patron saint of 
animals, his ministry went far beyond simply hanging out with birds. He believed there was no 
separation of God from the earth. Francis wasn’t a rebel, trying to turn the church upside down, 
he simply sought ways to have a moment-by-moment experience of God in everything he did. 

Today’s scripture readings also talk about God’s care for God’s people. In the Gospel 
reading, both divorce and children are mentioned. At face-value, as Mother Hannah 
commented on last week, we could make the assumption that this passage comes with a lot of 
judgement on our human ways. Instead, it's important to tease that out a bit, and remember 
that, in the context of the Ancient Near East, divorce would've created a huge amount of 
hardship on a woman. 

In fact, if a man divorced his wife, the woman would seldom be considered an eligible 
candidate for remarriage, and would, essentially, be considered a widow, being cast to the 
outer margins of society. Since women weren’t allowed to work back then, she would’ve 
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become destitute. This is what Jesus warns against. We are to care for each other. We are to be 
God’s saving grace through our actions.  

Then, moving on to the part about the little ones, we remember that children in that 
context weren't viewed as the special blessings we see them as today. Rather, children were 
dependents—basically possessions with no rights or voice. So, the other thing Jesus does in this 
teaching is insist that even the children have status in God’s kingdom.  

Children are important and welcome. So, besides the stewardship of all creation, Jesus 
continues to establish the equality of all people—not only is there no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer young or old, divorced or married. Everyone is welcomed, loved, and cared 
for in God’s kingdom. 

Our Deep Dive book group is currently reading a book by John Philip Newell about Celtic 
Christianity. The author—who is an Anglican priest—has helped us see that Celtic wisdom was 
not something new, but that in the early versions of Christianity and Judaism, alike, nature was 
a place for God to be found.  

Our Psalms are examples of that, as are our creation stories in Genesis. The earth, the sky, 
winds, water, and animals are all represented equally. There’s an insistence that everything is 
God's creation and, so, there is no separation between God and the earth, but that God created 
it all, to be a part of it.  

As the church was embraced by Constantine, however, and Christianity declared the 
religion of the empire, the shift resulted in efforts to gain power and control over the people. 
One’s religious experience became more about the rules and doctrines that would maintain the 
institution, instead of personal connections to God. By the time Francis was born, nature had 
been, essentially, eliminated from the religious experience. Which is one of the reasons his 
ministry was seen as so radical. 

The theme for our annual pledge campaign this year is that “there's a place for everyone 
here at St. Andrew’s”, and we are using the egret (8am: did you notice them on the way in?) to 
remind us of that theme (you'll read more about that in the brochure that will be mailed out 
this week). The essential message is that the Holy Spirit shows up in many forms—including 
egrets—and that our random acts of kindness are reminders, to those we encounter, that God 
is here with us.  

As we honor St. Francis today, we remember that we don't have to keep our daily 
experiences of God’s saving grace separate from our worship—a woman at an airport, a cat on 
a sofa, a hike in the woods—are all ways God breaks into the lives of others through us. You 
don’t have to be able to come and clean showers on a Saturday to say you’ve done outreach; 
simply pick-up the phone and call someone. You don’t have to say something profound, just let 
them know they’re not alone. Let God’s saving grace work through you. 

-AMEN 

 

Collect of the day 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities 

of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in 
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your whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Genesis 1:20-25 

20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great sea monsters and 

every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every 

winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 

earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 

things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25God made the wild 

animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps 

upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 

Psalm 121   

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 

from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the Lord, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 

and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 

shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 

the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 

nor the moon by night. 

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 

it is he who shall keep you safe. 

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and 

your coming in, * 

from this time forth for evermore. 

 

Galatians 6:14-18 

14May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the 

world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15For neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! 16As for those who will follow 

this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 17From now on, let 
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no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body. 18May the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen. 

 

Mark 10:2-16 

Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed 
a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, 
“Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the 
beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let no one separate.” 

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, 
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if 
she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 
them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these 
that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, 
laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

 


