
 
 

8am - Holy Eucharist with Spiritual Communion 
Celebration of The Feast of St. Francis 

Blessing of the Animals 
October 4, 2020 

 
 



All  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) translation of the Bible.  

This liturgy is reprinted from the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer 

 

Diocesan Statement of Unity 

As part of the Jesus Movement and the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego, we 
pledge to love our neighbors and protect the most vulnerable among us, 
remembering our baptismal vows to “strive for justice and peace among 
all people, and respect the dignity of every human being.” We live these 
pledges out by actively engaging in dismantling racism. For many of us, 
this will mean learning more about our racial identity, listening to those 
who have experienced racial prejudice, speaking out against racism, and 
showing up alongside those in our community working to change unjust 
systems in our society. We also live out this pledge at worship during this 
pandemic, by wearing face-coverings, respecting distancing guidelines, 
foregoing the common cup and refraining from congregational 
responses and singing unless safely inside our cars or home. 

 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  
  Amen. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

Celebrant      Let us pray. 

 

 

Collect of the Day 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly 
the vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for 
love of you delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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First Reading:  
 

A Reading from Genesis 1:20-25 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea 
monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day. 

 
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God 
made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, 
and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it 
was good. 

 

 
 

The Psalm  
 

Psalm 121 

1    I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
 from where is my help to come? 
2    My help comes from the LORD, * 
     the maker of heaven and earth. 
3   He will not let your foot be moved * 
     and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
4   Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
     shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
5   The LORD himself watches over you; * 
     the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
6   So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
     nor the moon by night. 
7   The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 
     it is he who shall keep you safe. 
8   The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
     from this time forth for evermore. 
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Second Reading:  
 

A Reading from Matthew 11:25-30 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed 
them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.  “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

Homily                                                                             The Rev. Brenda Sol 
 

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis of Assisi                            BCP 833 
 

Lord, make us an instrument of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is 
doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where 
there is sadness, joy.  Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to 
console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is in 
giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying 
that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 

 

Contemplative Silence 
 

The Prayers of the People                                             Form IV 

The Leader alone prays 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; For our families, friends, and 
neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; For all who work for 
justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; For the victims of hunger, 
fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; For those who 
minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
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For the peace and unity of the Church of God; For all who proclaim the 
Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Susan our Bishop; and all 
bishops and other ministers; For all who serve God in God’s Church. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, including those on 
our parish prayer list:   

The Parish Prayer list is located in your Saturday email. Please send your prayer requests 
to prayer@standrewsepiscopal.org. Names will remain on the prayer list for four weeks. 

Please silently add your own prayers of intercession and thanksgiving. 

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only 
what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our 
blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Celebrant      Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister only 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace  

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 
People silently bow to each other or share some other silent/distanced sign of peace. 
 

Blessing of the Animals 
 

May God’s blessing be upon you and may you flourish in the care and joy of those 
whose lives you share. 
 

mailto:prayer@standrewsepiscopal.org
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Virtual Offering 

While the office is closed, contributions and pledge payments can be mailed to the office, but 
please consider moving your payment to Bill Pay through your bank, online 

at standrewsepiscopal.org/give, or by texting “donate” to  760-227-7012 and choosing either 
Pledge Payment or online Donation. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS  

For a Birthday   
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless 
and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; 
comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and 
in their heart may the peace which passes understanding abide all the days 
of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

For an Anniversary   

Eternal God, look with favor upon the world you have made and especially upon 
these couples. Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their lives 
together, that each may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in 
perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy.  Grant that their wills 
may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that they may 
grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of their 
life.  Amen.   

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

Spiritual Communion             
 

Celebrant   And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to silently 
pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

Consecrated bread and wine are displayed.  

Lord Christ, we believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, 
since we cannot at this time receive communion, we pray you to come into our 
hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all our heart, our soul, 
and our mind. Let nothing separate us from you; let us serve you in this life until, 
by your grace, we come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

http://standrewsepiscopal.org/give
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The Blessing                                                                                                    

May God bless you and keep you; 
God’s face shine on you,  
And be gracious to you;  
May God’s face turn towards you  
And give you peace; 
And the blessing of God almighty,  
The Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer 
Be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant Go in peace, serving Christ and loving all creatures! 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Brenda Sol, Rector 
890 Balour Dr., Encinitas, CA 92024                      Phone: 760-753-3017 
Email: parishadmin@standrewsepiscopal.org                Website:  standrewsepiscopal.org 

 


