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THE WHO WHAT WHERE OF EVANGELISM 
11/14/21 ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA 
Feast of St. Andrew: Deuteronomy 30:11-14; Psalm 19:1-6; Romans 10:8b-18; Matthew 4:18-22 

How many of you squirm in your seats at the mention of “Evangelism”?  We clergy are 
getting better at talking about it, but evangelism still isn’t, really, in our lexicon of what we good 
Episcopalians discuss. Here, at St. Andrew’s, we do outreach really well, and we’ve been being 
more intentional about identifying our service work as a component of our discipleship. But 
evangelism? No way! 

And, yet, without you knowing it, and without Mother Hannah and I consciously planning 
it, we have perfectly prepared you over the past few weeks to go out and do some 
evangelizing! Two sermons ago, I encouraged you to learn to love yourself better, so that you 
can love your neighbors more. Then, last week, Mother Hannah challenged you to figure out 
what has you bound-up so that you could further surrender into the breadth and depth of 
God’s love. Did you hear the subtlety of those sermons?  

There’s always a “so that.” We don’t just consider Jesus’s message for our personal 
edification. We always explore the Good News, knowing there’s a “so that”—so that we can 
love our neighbors more; so that we can surrender further into God’s love.  

Our Collect of the Day, spells out our “so that” for this week. By the way, if you’re newer 
to the Episcopal Church, there’s a collect for every Sunday of the year in the Book of Common 
Prayer starting on page 211. The Collect of the Day is prayed at the beginning of worship to 
“collect” us all together. The Sunday collect is then used in daily worship throughout that week 
to reinforce the teachings of that particular prayer.  

These collects—or prayers—are based on Scripture and basically have a mini-discipleship 
lesson built into them. You might want to rip out the Collect of the Day each Sunday, and let it 
lead your prayer life throughout the week, reflecting on it each morning when you get up, or 
every night before you go to sleep. 

So, if you turn to page 237 in the Book of Common Prayer (page 237), you’ll find the 
Collect for the Feast of St. Andrew…or you can find it in your bulletin. This collect spells it out 
for us: the Apostle Andrew heard God’s call, followed Jesus, and then, because he wanted his 
sibling to experience the same Good News he was learning about, Andrew brought his brother 
along.  

The “so that” of this prayer is, now that we understand Andrew’s personal transformation 
was so powerful that he invited along his brother, we, too, ought “follow Jesus without delay, 
and to bring those near to us into Christ’s gracious presence.” 

That’s all evangelism is—bringing others close enough so that they, too, can experience 
God’s grace, mercy and love. That can sound intimidating, but I want to give you an example of 
how simple it can be—so simple that a fourth grader can do it!  

This certain fourth grader and her school friends had recently endured the grief of having 
lost one of their classmates to a horrible tragedy. Now, this was a number of years back, when 
fourth graders still toured missions, as part of the state curriculum. So, in the midst of her grief, 
walking around in one of the mission chapels, the little girl noticed a sense of peace washing 
over her, and she wanted more of that feeling.  
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So, she went home and asked her parents if their family could start going to church. Her 
parents agreed, asked a friend for a recommendation, and, within a week or so, found 
themselves here, in the welcoming pews of St. Andrew’s. Since that time, their whole family has 
become involved members, and we, as a community, have been God’s hands, feet and voice in 
the world, as we’ve supported them through some challenging times and celebrated with them 
during times of joy.  

All that because a fourth-grade girl felt God’s presence and decided to share that feeling 
of comfort with others. Some of you may remember the definition I gave you last year, and 
again a few months ago: Evangelism is essentially seeking, naming, and celebrating the 
presence of God in our lives.  

So, back to that Collect of the Day. Remember I said those prayers are based in Scripture? 
You can see this one was founded on our Gospel reading for this morning. If we dig into this 
morning’s readings, they all point to our patron saint, Andrew, and we find the “who, what, 
where, how, why and when” of evangelism. 

We’ve already established the “who”; the who are the people we love, and we have so 
many examples of that in Scripture. Someone experiences the grace and mercy of God, and—
even when Jesus pleads with them not to—they go and tell someone else about their 
transformative experience. Just like you do after dining at a new café with delicious food. You 
go tell your friends about it…sometimes, I bet you even tell strangers about it! 

And, we’ve pretty much established the “what” as well. What we do is we bring people 
along, so that those near to can also experience God’s gracious presence. That’s what our 
fourth grader did, right? She drew people to Christ by describing her experience in a way they 
wanted to know more about.  

Which brings us to the “where.” Where do we get the information with which to 
evangelize? Well, just as the girl did, we don’t have to go to seminary to learn what to say. Our 
passage from Deuteronomy, which is reiterated in Romans, tells us we find the info in our 
hearts and in our mouths. The passage reads: “The word is near you, on your lips and in your 
heart.”  

We simply share what’s true for us. So, we might tell someone: “Being in a church 
community helps remind me, I’m not alone.” As our Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry likes to 
say: “in this broken-down world, people need to hear an invitation to the Beloved Community 
which is loving, life-giving, and liberating!” 

The “how” is maybe even simpler…just open your mouth and speak from the heart. To 
clarify, evangelism is not about convincing, defending, arguing, or cajoling. Here’s a quote by 
Madeleine L'Engle, who was a prolific writer and great Episcopalian, that explains what I mean: 

We draw people to Christ not by loudly discrediting what they believe, by 
telling them they are wrong and how right we are, but by showing them a 
light that is so lovely, they want with all their hearts to know the source of 
it. 

And the “when”? Well, as you might guess, the “when” is now…today, tomorrow, or next 
week. Tell somebody what you gain from being a part of the Body of Christ. Why would you not 
let them in on one of the best kept secrets in North County?  
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We have these egrets surrounding us, lately, to remind us that there's a place for 
everyone at St. Andrew’s, which means there's also a place for your friends and neighbors. They 
just might be waiting to be invited along. Won't you give them the gift of experiencing Christ’s 
gracious presence? 

-AMEN 

 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, who gave such grace to your apostle Andrew that he readily obeyed the 

call of your Son Jesus Christ, and brought his brother with him: Give us, who are called 

by your Holy Word, grace to follow him without delay, and to bring those near to us 

into his gracious presence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Deuteronomy 30:11-14 

Moses said to the people of Israel, “Surely, this commandment that I am commanding 

you today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far away. It is not in heaven, that you 

should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it 

and observe it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross to the 

other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ No, 

the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.” 

Psalm 19:1-6 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

7 [The law of the LORD is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the LORD is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the LORD are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the LORD is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 
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9 The fear of the LORD is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the LORD are true 
and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.] 

Romans 10:8b-18 

“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and 
so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No 
one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As 
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” But not all 
have obeyed the good news; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” So 
faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; for “Their voice has gone out to all 
the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.” 

Matthew 4:18-22 

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he 
said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending 
their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and 
followed him. 


