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Results of Saint Andrew’s Liturgy & Music Survey ~  Fall 2015 

 

Preferred Service time: 

Sunday at 10 AM 101 

Saturday at 5 PM 16 

Sunday at 8 AM 15 

Sunday at 5:30 PM 6 

Sunday at 5 PM 3 

Sunday at 9 AM 1 

Saturday at 5 & 10 on Sunday 1 

Varied - 5 PM Sat or Sun, or 8 AM Sun .  1 

 144 responses 

 

Type of Worship: 

With some music 77 

With lots of music 63 

Without music 3 

Other .  2 

 145 responses 

 

Which liturgy do you prefer? 

Holy Eucharist 122 

Morning Prayer 12 

Evening Prayer 3 

Holy Eucharist & Morning Prayer 1 

A blend of Morning Prayer and Holy Eucharist .   2 

 140 responses 

 

Priority when deciding whether to attend a worship service: 

  most important  second most    least important 

Day of the week 57 22 15 

Whether there's communion or not 34 23 9 

Whether there's music or not 16 26 14 

Time of day 10 43 10 

Whether it's Rite I or II 5 15 26 

Whether it's quiet or not 3 5 35 

 Totals 125 134 119 

 

 

Which Liturgy do you prefer? 

Rite II (contemporary language) 84 

Rite I (traditional language: thee/thou) 48 

No answer  10 

Other: prefer traditional Lord's Prayer 1 

Other: periodic contemporary setting - beach, etc. 1 

Other: allowable new service options 1 

Other: like to experiment with liturgy a lot 1 

 146 responses 
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How often do you sing in worship? 

Regularly 100 

Sometimes 24 

Rarely 11  

Prefer to listen 8   

No answer 3 

 146 responses 

 

 

I think these are effective Instruments for enhancing worship: 

Piano 126 

Organ 126 

Strings (violin, viola, cello, bass) 110 

Guitar 94 

Various woodwind instruments 94 

Harp 90 

Various brass instruments 78 

Drums 57 

 

 

I think these are effective Musical Styles for enhancing worship: 

Classical (Mozart, Haydn, CPE Bach, etc.) 100 

Gospel/Spiritual 97 

Contemporary (composed after 2000) 80 

Romantic (Mendelssohn, Beethoven, etc.)  75 

Praise and Worship 69 

20th Century (Stravinsky, Sowerby....)  59 

Baroque (Buxtehude, Couperin, JS Bach, etc.) 59 

Taize 46 

Chant 34 

Call and Response 23 

 

 

Under what circumstances would you join an adult choir? 

If I knew for sure people of any skill level were welcome 48 

I could participate seasonally for special performances 23 

If a variety of music is used 12 

 83 responses 

 

 

Under what circumstances would your child join a children's choir? 

If they could participate seasonally for special performances 21 

If they were able to learn choral skills 19 

If the rehearsals were monthly 14 

If the rehearsals were weekly 7 

 61 responses 

 

I think the new Director of Music Ministries should be: 

Highly experienced 57 

Some where in the middle 43 

Youthful & highly energetic 37 

 137 responses 
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Which do you think is most important in our hire? 

Some where in the middle 51 

Gifted educator and minister 33 

Gifted performer 31 

Solid performer 17 

Good educator and minister 2 

 134 responses 

 

 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Age:  # of years involved at St. Andrew's: 

0-20 11  fewer than 5 years 29 

19-35 3 6 - 10 years 36 

36-50 23 more than 10 years 70 

51-65 49   135 responses 

65+ 53 Gender: 

 139 responses  Female 88 

  Male 41 

  no answer 16 

    145 responses 

 

 

OTHER COMMENTS: 

 

In what ways does music enrich your worship? 

 Adds variety 

 An additional way to worship and pray 

 Beautiful worship music fills me from the inside out...it touches my heart, wakes it 

up and helps it to be present/open to God's presence. It enriches everything 

that happens in the service. 

 When participating in a service that has beautiful music (especially when it is 

music that I can be one with - music I can, without effort, follow along with and 

hear/understand the message in) it's as though the air around me is filled with 

the Holy Spirit....it moves me greatly! 

 Celebratory 

 Church music is a prayer sung.  It is a wonderful way to give praise to the Lord.  I 

grew up an Episcopalian, and many of the traditional hymns have a special 

meaning and invoke memories of faith of a child. When I sing a joyful hymn to 

the Lord, my heart swells with love. I wish that in the choices at the end of Part I, 

you had a comment section. It seems to be the only one without it. The most 

important consideration to me is a service that brings me close to the Lord. 

Where I can sing with joy but have a service quiet enough to reflect, pray and 

listen to the Lord. Where I feel the presence of the Lord and share it with others. 

This is what the "traditional" Episcopal Church service has provided for me over 

many years. Yes, for me, it is important to be on Sunday. Also, a good sermon is 

very important as it makes me think and reflect. 

 Creates a special atmosphere 

 Deep thought: the meaning behind the music 

 Deepens spirituality 

 Elevates emotion! 
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 Enhances experience. I like both types of services for different reasons - silence 

for contemplative prayer and music can be lovely too. 

 Feeds the soul. 

 Fill you with spirit  

 Makes church joyful and lively 

 Words stay in head when home 

 It can be inspirational; I can't explain, but it really does. 

 I enjoy it. 

 I have always sung in choir and choral groups since high school since it gives me 

another way to glorify God. 

 I have lived with it all my life.  

 It helps to connect to God. 

 I like to sing. 

 It makes me feel more engaged in my worship. 

 I prefer contemporary music. 15th century hymns do nothing for me. 

 It makes it more active. 

 I'm more in it. 

 If I like the hymns, then I will have them playing over and over in my head.   

 If the music is known. 

 It brings a deeper meaning to the service 

 It brings me joy! 

 It helps me connect better spiritually. 

 It is central to worship. 

 It mixes up the tone of church. 

 It reminds me of the religious times I have enjoyed for years while singing -and I 

enjoy remembering and singing the words! 

 It soothes or excites - makes my heart lift. God is present in the music for me. 

 It strengthens our holy relationship. 

 It's uplifting, adds to sacredness of ceremony and beauty. 

 Lifts my spirit - sets the tone for prayer, praise - helps to focus on God and 

teachings - and prayer - love joyful music as well as somber 

 Love all music 

 Love the hymns, but need to have them played well. I leave church uplifted 

when we've sung strong hymns with sound theology - era doesn't matter. 

 Makes me feel spiritual and joyful 

 Many times it helps to deepen the feeling of spiritual presence. 

 Music brings us together. We "join in". 

 I feel I am a part of the whole. If I don't know the song I can pick up the words 

and melody from the people around me or the really good singer somewhere in 

the group.  

 Music can set the scene before the service to put you in a reflective and 

receptive mood; during the service it leads and enhances the emotions and 

helps "tell the story." Post-service, it provides either a celebratory or 

contemplative exit into the rest of the week. 
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 Music deepens my religious experience by engaging more of my body (there's 

more breathing involved than just speaking) and through harmonizing with 

others. 

 Music is a form of worship! 

 Music is a gift from God. 

 Music is another form of praying 

 Music is one of my favorite forms of worship and prayer. Hymns and songs that 

are relevant to the teachings or season, hymns that are familiar, or hymns/pieces 

that are just very beautiful can help set the tone for worship or drive a point 

home. 

 Music is one of the greatest gifts God has given us. And what more wonderful 

way to give God thanks and praise than to include this gift in our services. Music 

pulls the whole worship service together. 

 Music is the language of the soul, and when we raise our voices to God, our souls 

are speaking to God. 

 Music is the way in which I worship. Worship without music doesn't interest me. 

 Music lifts the soul to engage the presence of God and the Holy Spirit in the 

Church. "Sing to the Lord..." It allows the singer to shed more of the scales that 

bind them in their ordinary and narrow mode of existing. By signing together, it 

unifies and it presents a sound memory in our souls which we can access in our 

daily lives. 

 Music sets the tone for everything else. It it's uplifting, my soul is uplifted. I can't 

worship if it's a dirge! 

 Music stirs the soul. 

 Not at all 

 One of the best ways for me to connect to God. 

 Sets the atmosphere 

 The music stirs me in some ways that the spoken liturgy does not always. And I 

have no background in music, so the question below about the style of music I 

prefer, is difficult to answer. I really enjoy a lot of the older "popular" hymns that 

we traditionally sing in the Episcopal faith. BUT I also enjoy newer "women of 

faith" style songs. 

 The right music sets a mood, draws me in, and adds a greater level of depth and 

"connectivity" to the liturgy 

 This is hard to explain. I just cannot imagine worship without it. It has always been 

such an important part of the Episcopal Service. I would attend another 

traditional Episcopal church if we did not have our choir. 

 Though not available on this on-line survey, music is the third most important 

priority in choosing a service. It adds joy, and is helpful in lifting up our spirit and 

our praise. 

 Time to reflect, remember and relax. 

 Traditional hymns make church feel like home! I love to hear the congregation 

singing together happily! 

 Traditional hymns remind me of family. Contemporary hymns give me hope for 

the future. 

 Upbeat feeling 

 Uplifting 
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 Very much so! It needs to be songs I can sing and know (or have a good leader). 

 Without music it would be harder to pay attention to the service. 

 Would prefer to sing some songs from praise song book. Less organ, more piano. 

 

What suggestions do you have for improving the music program? 

 Make it more accessible!   

 Add a little variety. 

 Sing easier to follow songs - so, even if you cannot read music, you can follow 

what is being sung. 

 Have music staff that loves and is committed to the community we are growing 

here at St Andrews; someone who wants to be an integral part of that 

community, and recognizes that he/she has a gift that will help people know 

better, the amazing ever-loving God he/she knows.  

 And, when I say music staff "should be highly experienced", I do not mean "highly 

experienced" in a highly experienced trained  professional performer kind of 

way...I would want them to be musically gifted, and "highly experienced" and 

committed to ministering through their musical gift, to the people of God, in 

order to further expand God's Kingdom! 

 A mixture of contemporary/gospel and traditional. 

 A seasoned children's choir that meets weekly during say Advent or Lent in prep 

for Christmas or Easter respectively would be fun for the kids, I think. Maybe as 

part of Sunday school?  

 A skilled organist. 

 At least one service or even one service a month should be more uplifting 

somewhat contemporary in both music, message and liturgy. I don't mean 

amplified band but more piano, strings or horns. Something other than as my 

nephew puts it "funeral music". Something someone under 65-70 can relate to.  

 Bring back section leaders 

 Bring back the choir! Also, a children's choir would be a great addition. Once a 

quarter, it would be great to have a youth group band. 

 Bring more gospel songs. 

 Definitely a children's choir!   

 Don't worry about pleasing everyone. 

 Every  Sunday, strong, lively hymns 

 For both of the above questions, I think a blend is important; that is, energetic 

(youthful) and experienced - and, educator/minister and performer. 

 For many years I really felt that the focus was on performance - both for the 

organist and the choir. I would love to see a choir made of parishioners and 

singing anthems and hymns that are appropriate for our congregation's skill 

level. 

 Have a larger variety of instruments. 

 Hire a very skilled organist. 

 Hymns not in the hymnal. 

 I believe that people come to church for the homily and fellowship. For me, 

music is not a deciding factor. 
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 I do not enjoy modern music and instruments and singing when set to a Rite I or II 

service; if a different musical presentation is planned, plan for a different style 

and pace of liturgy. 

 I have very little experience in music, so I don't have many suggestions. That 

being said, my two oldest had an AMAZING experience with a previous 

children's choir.  Her departure left a hole that has not been filled. If there was 

somebody that could bring that enthusiasm and joy to the young people of St. 

Andrew's again, it would be an amazing blessing.   

 I like the traditional church music. 

 I liked it the way it was. 

 Only improvement would have been to get the congregation to sing while sitting 

down—they seem to do fine when standing. 

 I think we should offer both traditional and contemporary services. 

 I would like to see a mix of traditional and contemporary music. Our new musical 

director should be someone comfortable with mixing the two. 

 I would like to see us keep the current hymnal as our primary source.  We could 

have a supplemental music book with contemporary music with praise and 

worship. I think some contemporary music will help bring in younger families. I like 

classical music; but in church, only songs relating to prayer or praise should be 

used. I'm not sure what you mean by music staff.  Anyone in the choir should 

have a decent voice and our music leader should be very experienced and 

enthusiastic. I hope I am not being forced to answer when I would join the choir, 

as I would never. 

 I'd be willing to donate to a music fund to have good music! 

 I'd be willing to donate to add section leaders. 

 Include a variety of types of music. Make it fun and joyful. Have hymns that 

people know. Have instruments...especially brass for special days. How about a 

bell choir for kids and adults to do together for special occasions?  

 Increase in size and experience. 

 Just keep it like it was. Don't switch over to some crazy loud music. 

 Keep great hymns- anthems classical - extra instruments appreciated - 

alternative music could be once a month for morning service - can be joyful, 

uplifting. 

 Keep it fun! We had a very talented children's choir director here in the past. 

Gifted musician and teacher. Great energy. Kids loved her and learned a lot 

while having fun. 

 Love Taize and Episcopal contemporary 

 Make it resonant with a more youthful audience. The old hymns may work for a 

certain generation but not for the youth. We need to experiment a bit and ask 

them to join along and contribute. 

 Make the songs singable 

 Mix in contemporary. Shorten some of the music - do we need all six verses simply 

because they exist? Patriotic on those special days. 

 More choir members, more instruments. 

 More variety.  I am open to classical but like more folk, gospel and jazz also 

combined with the hymn book. 

 Music at 8 am once in a while would be nice, maybe a harp. 
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 Music needs to be played well and geared to congregational singing rather 

than performance. Hymns should be strong theologically and singable. 

Instruments don't matter; quality does. 

 No hymns prior to 1900. 

 Nothing inspires and moves me, entices me to attend worship, and pulls me 

back from the agnostic fringe more effectively than a strong traditional music 

program which includes our great classic Anglican hymns. Any contemporary 

music used must be able to reach both heart and mind, with emotional impact 

and intellectual interest -- "4-3-2" praise music simply does not do this at all for me. 

 Open up the choir to others-not sure how to join, be able to sing once a month 

or so, have a children's choir! Go traditional on "holy, holy, holy"!  

 Organ is an instrument not a dictate. Loose most of the old school music and 

cherry pick the hymnal for the few good songs.  Embrace new styles and forms 

of music. 

 Play more modern songs. 

 Recognizing the contribution of the choir and director but make them a more 

apparent part of the congregation. Maybe choir Sundays and coffee hours. 

 Rock service once in a while 

 Seek talent from the youth group. 

 Someone who can engage young people. Easy songs to learn and songs that 

have meaning. 

 St. Andrew's once had a wonderful music program known, in the city and 

recognized by other churches. Watching the direction this inquiry has taken in 

the last year and a half has been extremely disheartening. 

 The Director of Music Ministries must be a team player who is willing to help other 

ministry groups when they have musical needs (e.g. the Patriot's Mass, 

contemporary service experiments, etc.). The worship music should encourage 

congregants to sing energetically and it should be theologically integrated with 

the components of the Rite I/Rite II service. 

 Use blended worship with variety of music. 

 Variety 

 Variety! Easier and better "feeling" hymns. Love spirituals and love variety. I do 

like classical but not always. I love and appreciate talented vocals. 

 Well-trained organist and choirmaster. A strong adult and children's choir. 

Integrate some suitable music for younger folk. 

 With a new song, we could practice before we sing. 

 


