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CALLED & KNOWN 
1/24/21  ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA 
Epiphany 3 (B): Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62: 6-14; 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

Have you ever been “called” by someone? I mean, have you had a time, when someone 
saw something in you—a gift, a skill, a talent—that you either hadn’t admitted to, or noticed in 
yourself? That person probably said something like: “Have you ever thought about doing ‘X’?” 
You’d be really good at it!”  

And, although you hadn’t been consciously thinking about doing the thing they named, 
you felt “seen,” or, perhaps, “known” by that person. It might have felt horribly uncomfortable 
to think about doing “X,” or it might have felt extremely exciting; either way, I’m guessing it felt 
like the truth! 

That’s what happened to me over lunch one day, about fifteen years ago. I had asked an 
executive coach to help me think about what might be my next career move. After listening to 
me talk about my passions, education and experience, Kitti laid her fork down, folded her hands 
under her chin, and looked me straight in the eye. “Brenda?” she asked, “Have you ever 
considered being a minister or pastor?”  

Now, you might think your story isn’t as significant as a call to ordained ministry, but I 
want to challenge you on that. Whether someone called you into a new role as they recognized 
your ability to lead, to be a great parent, to research, to listen deeply, to speak articulately, to 
write, to sing, to act; whatever that is, or was, someone said, “I see you; I know who you really 
are; and I believe in you!” That’s the first step in being called.  

Although we didn’t use the assigned lectionary readings last Sunday, those passages, and 
this week’s readings are all about being “known” and being “called.” Last week was the story of 
Nathaniel, who asks, “Where did you get to know me?” and Jesus explains he noticed Nathaniel 
earlier, studying under the fig tree.  

There was also the story about Samuel with Eli, when Samuel’s being called by God, but 
thinks it’s Eli, so Eli has to help Samuel realize it’s God. And, in today’s readings we see that 
Jonah—such an unlikely pick—is called to traverse the area proclaiming God’s Good News. In 
the passage from Mark, it’s Peter, Andrew, James, and John who are called by Jesus to join his 
ragtag group of disciples. 

There seems to be a fairly clear-cut formula in these stories. God calls the person—
typically through someone else—that person then makes a proclamation of God’s Good News 
in words or action, and then others follow, so that they might also benefit from the Good News.  

So, there’s the catch in being known by God! We are known intimately and profoundly by 
God through the eyes and ears of others, and, then…and, then…in being known we are called 
into action. When Kitti Lile named my call to ministry, almost every cell in my body stood at 
attention, because I knew she was right. But I’ll be honest. What went through mind was: 
“Aack! I don’t want to be a pastor! I don’t want to be on-call 24/7!” 

Being “known” and, therefore, being “called,” comes with responsibility. Whatever it is—
being a farmer, a nurse, a teacher, a journalist, a cop—none of our callings are simplistic paths. 
They might seem ordinary in many ways, but our journey is never simple. And we all know, it 
can be hard to discern—just as it was for Samuel—whether the call is from God; or whether the 
call is ready to be acted on or not. The Psalmist offers us great advice: “For God alone my soul 
in silence waits.”  
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Our focus during Advent was a message of “wait and be alert,” but having moved into 
Epiphany, there’s a greater push for action in our discernment process. Last week’s passage had 
Philip employing a familiar phrase with Nathaniel. After being called by Jesus, Philip motions to 
others: “Come and see.” Not just “wait and be alert,” but “Come and see.” 

At the same time, here we are in the midst of Stay-at-Home orders that keep many of you 
from doing the volunteer activities to which you were called. Which means you are probably in 
another phase of discernment—listening, as the Psalm says, for God’s guidance: “For God alone 
my soul in silence waits.”  

You might not hear this new call through someone else’s words; it might be something 
you read, lyrics you hear, something you see on TV, or an image on a website. But I promise you 
this: God has uniquely prepared you for this calling. “Come and see.” Be willing to walk 
alongside Jesus on this path of discipleship. 

The liturgy we participated in last week, included a benediction written by Martin Luther 
King, Jr. that’s apropos for the discernments process I’m describing. He wrote: “[Dear God,] we 
thank you for your church, founded upon your Word, that challenges us to do more than sing 
and pray, but go out and work as though the very answer to our prayers depended on us and 
not upon you.”  

That’s what being “known” and “called” is all about—to live “as though the very answer 
to our prayers depended on us.” We cannot wait until we’re on the other side of this pandemic, 
or back in our church buildings, to live into our calls. We are created in God’s image, which 
means we are absolutely “known” by God, and in being known, we must live into our calls in 
whatever way we can—even if it means doing so from the limits of our own homes!  

Maybe it helps to think about the lives of people like Clare of Assisi, Victor Frankl, or 
Nelson Mandela, who used their time of seclusion to pray for others; to be all that they felt God 
was calling them to be; to be in service of others—even though they couldn’t be with others. 
Now is the time! You are known, and you are called: live “as though the very answer to [y]our 
prayers depended on [you].” 

-AMEN 

 

Collect of the Day:  

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to 

all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the 

glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

3The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to 

Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a 

three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried 

out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”  
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5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and 

small, put on sackcloth. 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 

ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; 

and he did not do it.  

 

Psalm 62: 6-14 

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 
    truly, my hope is in him. 

    
7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 

    my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 
    
8 In God is my safety and my honor; * 

    God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
    
9 Put your trust in him always, O people, * 

    pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 
    
10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 

    even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
    
11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 

    all of them together. 
    
12 Put no trust in extortion; 

in robbery take no empty pride; * 
    though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

    
13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 

    that power belongs to God. 
    
14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 

    for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 
 

1 Corinthians 7: 29-31 

29I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 

those who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they 

were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those 

who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though 

they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.  

Mark 1:14-20 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 

believe in the good news.” 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 



The Rev. Brenda Sol 4 

 

brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to 

them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their 

nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and 

they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.  


