
The Rev. Brenda Sol 1 

GOD’S EXTRAVAGENCE 

4/3/21 ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA 
Easter Vigil (B): Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13; Ezekiel 36:24-28; Mark 16:1-8 

For some reason, this Easter, I’ve been thinking about my Great Grandma Calfee. She was 
this tiny, little lady, with absolutely white hair, who taught me to play “Kings in the Corner.” In 
her latter years, dementia set-in and her activities were severely curtailed as she lived out her 
days in the local nursing home. 

 One of my clearest memories of that time was when some of my relatives thought 
Gramma should still participate in things she had loved—such as our church’s annual Mother-
Daughter luncheon. Other relatives, however, thought it was a crazy extravagance to buy a 
ticket for Gramma when she wouldn't even be able to remember attending the event an hour 
later.  

As a high school kid listening to the argument, I kept thinking, “you don’t take her to the 
luncheon, because she’ll remember it; you take her because she’ll be happy while she’s there.” 
In my mind that's what an extravagance is all about. One definition I found indicates 
extravagance “exceeds what is reasonable or appropriate.” Extravagant gestures of love are not 
about practicality; extravagance adds meaning and significance, and helps the special people in 
our lives know how much they are loved.  

Scripture is a great place to discover the importance of extravagance. All three of our 
readings this evening are about extravagance. In Genesis, for example, a whole ark is filled with 
animals of every kind—not just the favorites of humans, but the those considered unclean as 
well. God’s extravagance makes room for all of creation.  

Then, in Ezekiel, there's the extravagance of enlivening bones; these bones have already 
had a life, but they are given new life. And, in Mark, we have Mary Magdalene and Jesus's 
mother, Mary, spending what would have been an exorbitant amount of money on spices for 
anointing Jesus's body. Not only would that have been a financial extravagance, it was 
definitely an extravagant burial plan for one who had died the criminal death of crucifixion.  

What I also notice, in these passages, is that humanity is engaged in each of these displays 
of God’s extravagance. Noah is enrolled by God—along with his entire family—to help collect 
and transport a representative of each of God’s creatures. In Ezekiel, the narrator is asked to be 
the one who prophesies, and bring God’s breath of life into the bones.  

Similarly, in Mark, the Marys are enrolled to witness the Risen Christ and to share the 
good news. I’m not even going to get into how extravagant it is to involve women in the plan—
women who didn't bring power or money or prestige to the table, yet, women who would help 
expand the circle of God’s extravagant love in their roles as bearers of the Good News! 

Along with engaging humanity, there’s also a sense of stewardship in our readings. In 
addition to being enrolled in the sharing of the Good News, we are responsible for helping take 
care of all that God creates. In Genesis, it’s all animals of the planet. In Ezekiel, it’s about the 
nurturing of humanity. And, in Mark, the stewardship is about caring for the ways God's Good 
News is shared. But as we also see, in those passages, sometimes figuring out how to carry out 
our roles requires some practice. 

Noah sends out a raven, and, then, two subsequent doves, before he gets it right. In 
Ezekiel, the one asked to prophesy has to go through the motions twice before perfecting it. 
And what about, the Marys? They leave the tomb in terror and amazement.  
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It's understandable! Sometime God’s extravagance can be a bit overwhelming to digest. It 
can take a while to let it sink in—to get our part right. And there’s so much around us that 
works against our understanding of all the good. The media, for instance, typically focuses our 
attention on that which is heavy, dark and wrought with chaos and conflict. But if we take the 
time—if we’re willing to try, and then try again—we can see God's extravagance all around us. 

Tonight, we celebrate with the extravagance of a new fire. It’s not needed, and it’s not 
practical, but it’s one of the ways that we symbolically celebrate all that God has done for us.  
Most importantly, unlike my great-grandmother’s luncheon attendance, the celebration 
doesn’t end in this moment. The Easter celebration will continue with each time you light a 
candle, or look at an image of some form of fire. God’s extravagant light of love burns brightly 
within and around us.  

Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed! 

       -AMEN & ALLELUIA! 

 
 

The Story of Creation 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 

And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters." So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the 
dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, 
"Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on 
earth that bear fruit with the seed in it." And it was so. The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 
the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day. 

And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. God made the 
two great lights--the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--
and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule 
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God 
saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the dome of the sky." So God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every 
winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, "Be 
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fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 
And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. God made 
the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything 
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth." 

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 
over every living thing that moves upon the earth." God said, "See, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in 
its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird 
of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. God saw everything that he 
had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the 
seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are the 
generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

The Flood 

Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13 

The LORD said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen 
that you alone are righteous before me in this generation. Take with you seven pairs of 
all clean animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the 
male and its mate; and seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male and female, to keep 
their kind alive on the face of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth 
for forty days and forty nights; and every living thing that I have made I will blot out 
from the face of the ground." And Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him. 

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of 
the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows 
of the heavens were opened. The rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. On the 
very same day Noah with his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife and 
the three wives of his sons entered the ark, they and every wild animal of every kind, and 
all domestic animals of every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, 
and every bird of every kind-- every bird, every winged creature. They went into the ark 
with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. And those that 
entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and 
the LORD shut him in. 
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The flood continued forty days on the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the 
ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters swelled and increased greatly on the 
earth; and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 

At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and sent 
out the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. Then 
he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the 
ground; but the dove found no place to set its foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for 
the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it 
and brought it into the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent 
out the dove from the ark; and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in 
its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided 
from the earth. Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the dove; and it did not 
return to him any more. 

In the six hundred first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters 
were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, 
and saw that the face of the ground was drying. In the second month, on the twenty-
seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. Then God said to Noah, "Go out of the ark, 
you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you. Bring out with you 
every living thing that is with you of all flesh-- birds and animals and every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth-- so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful 
and multiply on the earth." So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his sons' 
wives. 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is 
with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as 
many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all 
flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy 
the earth." God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in 
the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth." 

Israel's deliverance at the Red Sea 

Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said to 
Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die 
in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the 
very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it 
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." But 
Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that 
the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall 
never see again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still." 

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 
forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, 
that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of 
the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over 
Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his 
chariots, and his chariot drivers." 
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The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; 
and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It 
came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with 
the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a 
strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 
The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on 
their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all 
of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the 
pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian 
army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The 
Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against 
Egypt." 

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may 
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As 
the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters 
returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh 
that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked 
on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on 
their left. 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. 
So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the 
women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to 
them: 

"Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

horse and rider he has thrown into the sea." 

A new heart and a new spirit 

Ezekiel 36:24-28 

Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: I will take you from the nations, and 

gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean 

water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your 

idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within 

you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I 

will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe 

my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you 

shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

 

Mark 16:1-8 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first 

day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to 
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one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When 

they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 

back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting 

on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you 

are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 

Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." So they went out and 

fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid.  


