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HELPING OTHERS TO SEE 
4/18/21  ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA (Livestreamed) 
Easter 3 (B): Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48 
 

It’s great to be with you all again! As many of you know, I spent the past week in 
Northeastern Montana visiting my father, who’s recovering from COVID. When I wasn’t at his 
house clearing out all the accumulated clutter, I was at the nursing facility playing cribbage with 
him. For a guy who could barely speak three weeks ago, he played surprisingly well! 

Dad first taught me to play cribbage after Mom died, about eight years ago. I remember 
those first several games, when he’d have to point to my cards lying on the table and say, “See 
that? You have another 15 right there.” Or “Do you see that? You have a double run in your 
crib.” In those early days of learning, I needed him to help train my eyes for what to notice.  

Over the years I’ve improved my cribbage game by playing an app on my iPad, and it’s a 
good thing I did, because now the roles have been reversed. This visit, I was the one asking, 
“Dad, do you see that? You have more points there. Look again.” 

This wasn’t the first time our roles have been reversed between parent and child, and I 
know it won’t be the last. But fortunately, we’ve been preparing for this role reversal all of my 
life, as he’s the one who taught me how to do things like fill out a check blank, balance my bank 
account, and drive a car. Each time he introduced me to a new skill, there were lots of Do you 
see that?s along the way. 

These role reversals are part of our discipleship journey as well. Some of Jesus’s most 
well-known lines are about role reversals, such as, “I no longer call you servants, but now call 
you friends.” And, “Because I, the master has washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet.” 

Both before he dies and after he appears to them post-resurrection, Jesus is preparing his 
disciples to continue the work he’s begun. And all along the way, he asks, “Do you see that? 
That’s what healing people looks like. Do you see that? That’s what caring for those who have 
less than they need looks like.” A similar thing is happening in our reading from First John 
today. In fact, the passage starts out asking us to take a closer look; it reads: “See what love 
God has given us.”  

The three books of John are all about insisting that if these early church communities 
would take a closer look at how they’re spending their time, they’d realize they were doing the 
opposite of what Jesus had called them to do. Historians and scholars believe these 
communities were consumed with in-fighting.  

In particular, there was a group of Gnostics who believed Christ was only fully divine, and 
not actually ever human. Those people wanted Christians to separate themselves from the rest 
of the world, and declared the body bad. The author of First John is basically saying, “Stop your 
fighting. What’s important is the depth and breadth of God’s love. People are watching you. Do 
you realize how you look to others? They don’t yet comprehend God’s promise of hope, so you 
have to help them see. You are loved; help train their eyes to see that.” 
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The explanation continues by laying out the idea that if we are fully God’s, we will be 
without sin, because Christ will grow within us and there is no sin in Christ. Then there’s the 
warnings against those making false proclamations. The passage cautions: “Little children, let 
no one deceive you.”  

The tone is very endearing with the talk of being “children of God,” and, yet, the challenge 
is clear that we are all to mature in our faith journey so that we can share God’s love, grace, 
and mercy with the world around us.  

In our reading from Luke today, the “Do you see that?” is extended by the Risen Christ in 
order that the disciples trust this really is the resurrected Jesus among them. To help them 
“see,” Jesus gives them the opportunity to touch, watch, and hear him.  

He says, “Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones.” Then he asks for 
some food, so they can see him eat. And, finally, he repeats the same words he’s said to them 
in the past. Jesus, in the form of the Risen Christ, does all these things as a way of saying, “See 
that? That’s me…you can trust that I’m here with you.” 

And, then, the passage continues, “he opened their minds to understand the scriptures.” 
Our  Collect of the Day says it this way: “open our eyes of faith.” This is the role reversal we are 
called into as Christians. We aren’t simply welcomed in as children of God and given the luxury 
of remaining dependent on God to do everything for us.  

Rather we are being prepared—scripture reading by reading, hymn by hymn, sermon by 
sermon, prayer by prayer—that we each have our eyes of faith opened and in doing so—as my 
dad did for me—we will help others train their eyes on what to notice. And what to notice is 
the depth and breadth of God’s love: “See what love God has given us.” 

-AMEN 

 

Collect of the Day: 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Acts 3:12-19 

When Peter saw the astonishment of those who had seen the lame man healed, he 

addressed the people, "You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, 

as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 

whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to 

release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer 

given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we 

are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom 
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you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in 

the presence of all of you. 

"And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way 

God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 

Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out." 

  

Psalm 4  
Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 
you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.  
 
"You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 
how long will you worship dumb idols 
and run after false gods?"  
Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; * 
when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me.  
 
Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  
Offer the appointed sacrifices * 
and put your trust in the LORD.  
 
Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD.  
You have put gladness in my heart, * 
more than when grain and wine and oil increase.  
I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 
for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety.  

 

1 John 3:1-7 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 

what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, 

we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is 

this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have 

this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he 

was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; 

no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. 

Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
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Luke 24:36b-48 

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and their companions and said to them, "Peace be 

with you." They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He 

said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my 

hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh 

and bones as you see that I have." And when he had said this, he showed them his hands 

and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, 

"Have you anything here to eat?" They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and 

ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you-- 

that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 

"Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 

and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things." 


