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NAUGHTY OR NICE 
12/24/21 ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA 
Christmas Eve (I): Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

Come, Holy Spirit. Take our lips and speak through them; take our 
minds and think with them; take our hearts and set them on fire, in the 
name of the Holy Trinity.   Amen. 

How many of you grew up in a naughty or nice household? I'm sure 
many of you, like me, were threatened for at least a month—maybe 
two—before Christmas, that if we weren’t nice Santa was not going to 
bring us anything! As you might imagine, I was never very naughty, but 
my little brother had the tendency to get us both in trouble! 

I remember one Christmas, for instance, when we made Mom really 
angry. We stopped by the train station to pick-up something she had 
ordered through a catalog. When she got out of the car, she gave us 
very specific instructions to keep facing forward, and to not look back 
at what was being loaded into the trunk. 

I tried my best to obey, but my brother started shouting: “It’s a 
stereo! Why do you get a stereo?” I don’t know how he knew it was for 
me, but, oh, how I wanted a stereo! So, I couldn’t help but turn to see 
the boxes being loaded into the trunk. And, of course, my brother 
couldn’t keep quiet when Mom got back in the car. He continued 
whining, “Why’s Brenda getting a stereo?” 

At first Mom tried to play it off that the boxes were for our cousin, 
and she was just picking it up for our aunt. But when Steven wouldn’t 
stop his complaining, she lost it! She yelled that we always ruined 
everything, and then announced that she’d be returning the stereo the 
next day, and neither one of us would get a major Christmas present 
this year! 
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Now my mom was someone who did all kinds of things I don’t think 
she was supposed to do (like literally wash our mouths out with soap!), 
so returning the stereo did not seem to be an idle threat on her part.  

When we finally got to unwrapping presents on Christmas Eve—
even though there were many gifts for me under the tree—I was pretty 
glum, thinking I wasn’t getting that stereo. Then, to add insult to injury, 
I opened a box containing an eight-track tape recording of Mac Davis. It 
seemed like a mean trick, on Mom’s part, to give me an eight-track tape 
when I wasn’t going to have a stereo to play it in! 

Then, after every last present had been opened, Mom shot me a 
conniving grin, and told me to go look in the closet. Lo and behold—
even though I had been very naughty in her eyes—there was my 
stereo! 

And isn’t that what Christmas is all about? We’re supposed to be 
nice. Our reading from Titus, this evening, explains: “Live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly.” But we’re influenced by ornery 
brothers, slick ad campaigns, and the societal push that it’s a dog-eat-
dog world out there, so we don’t always live the life we intend.  

And, yet, the angel comes among us, as described in Luke’s Gospel, 
and announces: “I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people.”—not just for the nice ones, but “good news of great joy” for 
the naughty ones, too! 

Now this might seem like an oversimplification of God's love—that 
whether we’re naughty or nice—whether we deserve God’s love or 
not—we’re all given the generous gift of God's love. But it’s the truth! 
The mystery of God is that simple. God incarnated into this world, 
because God loved us all so much that God wanted to be with us! 

Everything else in life is very complex, so it’s hard to wrap our brains 
around the simplicity, generosity, and unconditional nature of God’s 
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love. We’ve just spent the season of Advent making preparations for 
the Christ-child to dwell among us. Now that we’re here, celebrating 
the birth of Jesus, it’s time to open ourselves completely, and bask in 
that joy-filled love. 

But here’s the challenge of accepting God’s simplicity. Somehow, 
we want to be sure that, if we’re doing our best to be as nice as we can 
be, then we want to be assured that there are repercussions for those 
“bad people”, who aren’t trying as hard. Actually, those people, not 
living upright lives of integrity, will likely suffer, as justice is served. But 
that’s not what God’s reign is about. God’s reign is about reconciling 
the world to God. 

There is no bar for how far one can go to NOT deserve God’s love. 
So, being willing to accept God’s generosity is realizing that it’s not our 
concern what anyone else is doing, because God loves you. God loves 
me. God loves every single person—no matter how naughty or nice! 

What we should concern ourselves with is paying attention to 
where we see God at work in the world around us. Noticing how God’s 
love for us shows up in the form of family, friends, and the 
unconditional acceptance of our sweet pets. It’s also in acknowledging 
that God’s work is done through the hands, feet and voices of generous 
people, and remembering that we, too, can be the source of God’s love 
for others, as we reflect our own gratitude for the many, many 
blessings in our lives. And we are so blessed! 

I’ll leave you with an affirmation I came across the other day, which 
speaks to this mystery of God’s simplicity: “May the reality that I cannot 
know [comprehend] the whole truth never keep me from bearing 
witness to what I can and do see.”1 [Repeat] 

—Merry Christmas! Amen. 

 
1 Prayer by J. McRoberts & S. Erickson 
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Collect of the Day: 
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the 
brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the 
mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in 
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness  
have seen a great light;  

those who lived in a land of deep darkness--  
on them light has shined.  

You have multiplied the nation,  
you have increased its joy;  

they rejoice before you  
as with joy at the harvest,  
as people exult when dividing plunder.  

For the yoke of their burden,  
and the bar across their shoulders,  
the rod of their oppressor,  
you have broken as on the day of Midian.  

For all the boots of the tramping warriors  
and all the garments rolled in blood  
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  

For a child has been born for us,  
a son given to us;  

authority rests upon his shoulders;  
and he is named  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

His authority shall grow continually,  
and there shall be endless peace  

for the throne of David and his kingdom.  
He will establish and uphold it  
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with justice and with righteousness  

from this time onward and forevermore.  
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

 

Psalm 96  

1  
Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.  

2  
Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.  

3  
Declare his glory among the nations * 
and his wonders among all peoples.  

4  
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
he is more to be feared than all gods.  

5  
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.  

6  
Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!  

7  
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.  

8  
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 
bring offerings and come into his courts.  

9  
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 
let the whole earth tremble before him.  

10  
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Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity."  

11  
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.  

12  
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the LORD when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth.  

13  
He will judge the world with righteousness * 
and the peoples with his truth.  
 

Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 
training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the 
present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of 
the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and 
purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good 
deeds. 

Luke 2:1-14 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
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wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 


