Advent
Bags
Pick up your full Advent Bags
Monday, November 29, 4:30-6 pm
If you cannot pick one up and
would like to receive the full
devotional book with activities,
calendar and coloring pages,
email Erin at
education@standrewsepiscopal.org.
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Join Us Each Sunday in Advent
For a Special Parish-Wide Practice
Sunday, November 28
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of
you?
Christ is coming. We have four weeks to prepare and get ready. This year we will begin our preparations
by offering thanks for those gifts we have already received. What are you thankful for right now? Almost
two years into this pandemic, what are the gifts in your life that you are grateful for? On your way into
church, take a strip of cloth and speak or think your thanksgiving into it as you tie it onto the blanket.
This will be the blanket we wrap around the Christ child on Christmas Eve.

Sunday, December 5th
Baruch 5:1-9
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of the
glory from God.
It’s time to liberate ourselves from our losses and sorrows. On slips of paper write what you have
missed, or lost, or grieved over. Shred the paper and place it in the manger with the hay that will
become the cradle of the newborn Jesus.

Sunday, December 12th
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
Even in our seasons of sorrow, God sends us joys to savor. Take a strip of cloth and speak or think your
joys into it as you tie it onto the blanket where it will join our thanksgivings.
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Sunday, December 19th
Luke 1:46b-55
My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.
It would be normal if Mary had been terrified by what God asked her to do, and she may have been. But
in the end, she had unshakable hope in the promises of God. She knew of God’s promises to Abraham,
to Moses, to the Israelites all fulfilled. This was the hope that sustained her through the uncertainty and
fear of being an unwed mother with no room to deliver her child. Write, or speak your hopes onto slips
of paper and place them in the manger where the fulfillment of all our hopes will come to be with us.

You may use as many slips of paper or strips of cloth as you would like. Supplies will be available in
front of the church before the 8 am and 10 am services. Can’t make a Sunday? It’s okay, supplies for
the previous weeks will be available too.
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Nicholas was born in the
3rd century in Asia Minor.
He used his entire inheritance
to help the poor, the sick, and
children in need. He gave
in secret, expecting nothing
in return. He attended the
Council of Nicaea in ad 325.
Greatly loved for his faith,
compassion and care, he
is venerated in both East
and West.
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Nicholas saved young
women from slavery,
protected sailors, spared
innocents from execution,
provided grain in a famine
and rescued a kidnaped boy.
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