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MARY’S OFFERING 

12/12/21 ~ St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Encinitas, CA 
Advent 3 (C) / Lessons & Carols: Isaiah 40: 1-11; Lesson 2: Luke 1: 26-38; Lesson 3: Luke 3:7-18 
 

We’re Episcopalians, so we don't typically think of the Advent season as a time to focus on 
Mary, mother of God. In fact, many of us have been taught that any intense focus on Mary is a 
very Roman Catholic thing to do, and might worry that we’re entering into Marian devotion or 
even idolatry. And, yet, there is no getting past the fact that without Mary, there’d be no Jesus.  

So today, I want to focus on the first reading from Luke that we heard this morning, in 
which Mary is visited by the Angel Gabriel, and says “Yes” to God. Think of what that must have 
meant to say “Yes” in that moment. It’s obvious she’s filled with trepidation, as Gabriel offers 
comfort, saying, “Do not be afraid, Mary.”  

Can we even begin to fathom what it must've felt like to have that angel come to her? She 
was just a young, uneducated, poor girl, yet Gabriel proclaims, “You have found favor with 
God.” And so, Mary says “Yes.” She probably doesn’t fully comprehend what that means, but 
she makes an offering of her life by announcing, “Here I am, servant of the Lord.” 

On many levels, none of us will make that kind of offering, but in other ways, I think we 
discount the ways we do, and have, made our lives an offering to God—when we have needed 
reassurance to “not be afraid”; when we have answered: “Here I am.” 

I bet you can think of a time, in your own life, when you said “Yes” to something you 
couldn't quite yet imagine how it would turn out. Maybe it was saying “Yes” to a marriage 
proposal;  maybe “Yes” to a job that you knew would absolutely stretch you; maybe you said 
“Yes” to moving across the country, or to having a baby, or to fostering a child, or doing a 
semester abroad.  

I can think of plenty of times when I said “Yes”, and someone around me commented, 
“You’re either really brave or really stupid.” But I knew those words were said with admiration, 
because those big ways that we make our lives an offering to God often look a little risky and 
out of control.  

And, as I indicated, Mary doesn't just say “Yes” to having a child and becoming a young 
bride. Her whole life is offered up to God in her “Yes,” because an ordinary existence is no 
longer in the cards for Mary. But her “Yes” is so much more significant than her simply going 
along with God’s plan. 

A huge indication of that is the placement of the words, “Here I am,” on her lips. I can 
think of five other key moments in Scripture when someone else uttered those words (all 
males, by the way), when they said: “Here I am.” Can you recall some of them? 

The first is Abraham as he tries to faithfully answer God’s call to sacrifice his own son 
(luckily, he doesn’t have to go through with it!). Next, there’s Jacob when God calls to him in a 
dream. Then, we have Moses as God calls to him from the form of a burning bush.  

Next, there’s Samuel, called to serve God when he was just a boy living with Eli. And, 
finally there’s the unnamed protagonist in Isaiah, often referred to as the “Suffering Servant”. 
This is the company Mary is placed within when she, too, surrenders to the legacy God is 
creating with her offering: Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Samuel, the Suffering Servant, and Mary. 
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Another indicator, that Mary is a full participant in her “Yes,” is found in the study of the 
word “virgin” used to describe her. While we typically think of the word in terms of Mary and 
Joseph not yet having consummated their relationship, the Greek origins of the word point 
more to either an unwed woman, or, even more likely in Mary’s case, “a woman unto her own.”  

We are to understand that Mary has agency. She is capable of saying “No”, but she 
doesn’t. She responds—even though she’s perplexed and ponders the request—she bodly 
proclaims, “Here I am.”  

And Mary isn’t just the woman who births Jesus; she is the epitome of the devoted 
mother accompanying him, over the years, through all his various transitions. She was there—
worried sick—when Jesus wandered off at the temple as an adolescent. She was present when 
he performed his first public miracles. And, of course, we know Mary was right there at his 
death, watching horrified, as her son was crucified.  

So, Mary not only offers her life to God, she becomes a model for God’s unconditional 
love. She is always there at Jesus’s side, just as God is at ours. Mary shows us that love 
withstands the entire gamut of life’s complexities from joy, to compassion, to grief. This same 
depth and breadth of God’s reign is portrayed in a motherly way in Scripture, when Jesus’s love 
for us is compared to a mother hen. Likewise, in our other reading from Isaiah this morning, 
which reads that we are comforted in the Lord’s bosom, we’re reminded that God is not some 
male deity in the sky, but present to us in many forms, including the Divine feminine.  

This aspect of God shows up in Mary as the life-giving, pain-bearing, nurturing, affirming, 
supportive love of a mother. And so, today, during this season of Advent, we don't sit passively 
waiting for the Christ child to come into our lives. Rather, like an expectant mother, who has 
said “Yes” to bringing this child into the world, we prepare a special place in our hearts and our 
homes for Christ to dwell, announcing—each in our own way—“Here I am, servant of the Lord.” 

—AMEN! 

Collect of the Day 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Isaiah 40: 1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 
her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the 
Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and 
hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain. 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall 
I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7The grass 
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people 
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are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever. 
9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of 
Judah, “Here is your God!” 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like 
a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and 
gently lead the mother sheep. 

Luke 1: 26-38 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to 
the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 
her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary 
said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 

 

Luke 3:7-18 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 
begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root 
of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire." 

And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them, 
"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
"Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to 
them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 
with your wages." 
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As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 


